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THIRD EDITION- 

1 HE favourable reception which 
thia performance has hitherto met 
with from the Public, has encour- 
aged the Author to give it a ftrift 
and thorough revifioh;.^n thecourfe 
of which he flatters Kimfdf it will be 
found to have received very conlid- 
erable improvements. . 
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THE 

SHIPWRECK. 


CANTO I. 

W HILE jarring intcreds wake the world to arms, 
Aod fright the peaceful vale with dire alarms ; 
While Ocean bears vindi<%Te thunders roll 
Along his trembling wave from pole to pole ; 
Sick of the fcene, where War, with ruthlefs hand, 5 
Spreads defolation o*er the bleeding land ; 
Sick of the tumult, where the trumpet's breath 
Bids ruin fmile, and drowns the groan of death I 
*Ti8 mine, retir'd beneath this cavern hoar, 
That ftands. all lonely on the fea-beat (hore, xo 

Far other themes of deep diftrefs to fing, 
Than ever trembled from the vocal ftrii^g. 
No pomp of battle fwells th* exalted drain. 
Nor gleaming arms ring dreadful on the plain : 
But, o'er the fcene while pale remembrance weep3,i5 
Fate with fell triumph rides upon the deeps. 
Here hoftile elements tumultuous rife, 
And lawlefs floods rebel againd the ikies ; 
Till Hope expiresfe and Peril and Difmay 
Wave their back eniigns on the watery way. io 
A z Immortal 
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Immortal train, who ^ide the maze of fi»ng^ 
To whom all fcience, arts and arms belong ; 
Who bid the trumpet of eternal fame 
Exalt the warrior's and the poet's name ! 
If e'er with trembling hope I fondly ftray*d, aj 
In life's fair morn, beneath your ballow'd ihade. 
To hear the fweetly-mournful lute complain. 
And melt the heart with ecftacy of pain ; 
Or liften, while th* enchanting voice of love. 
With all Elyfium warbled thro* the grove : 30 

O ! by the hollotr blaft that moans around, 
Tlrat fweeps the wild harp with a plaintive found ; 
By the long furge that foams thro' yonder cavc^ 
Whofc vaults remnrmur to the roaring wave j 
With living colours give my verfe to glow, 35 

The fad memorial of a tale of woe ! 
A fceoe from dumb oblivion to redore. 
To fame unknown, and new to epic lore ! 

Alas ! negle«^d by the iacred Nine, 
Their fuppliant feels no genial ray divine i 40 

Ah ! will they leave Pieria*8 happy fliore, 
To plough the tide where wintry temp'eOs ro«r I 
Or {hall a youth approach their hallow'd fane. 
Stranger to Pheebus, and the tuneful train f<-« . 
Far Irwn the mufie's academic grove, 45 

Twas hit the vaU and trackleft deep to nre. 
Alternate change of climates has he known. 
And felt the fierce eitremcs of either zone : 
Where polar Ikies congeal th* eternal fhow. 
Or equinodial funs forever glow. 50 

Smote 
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Snote by the freezing or the fcorching blaft | 

* A fliip boy on the high and giddy malt' 

From regions where PeruTian billov^ roar. 

To the bleak coafb of favage Labrador. 

From where Damafcut, pride of Afiaa plains ! $$ 

Stoops her proud neck beneath tyrannic chains, 

To where the ifthmas,* btVd by adverfe tides, 

Atlantic and Pacific feas divides. 

But while he meafur'd o*^ the painful race, 

In Fortune's wild iilimiuble chace, 6* 

Adveriity, companion of his way ! 

Still o'er the vidtim hung with iron fway t 

Bade new diftrefles crery inftant grow. 

Marking each change of place with change of woe. 

In regions where th*Ai.MioBTT's chaftening haod 6$ 

With livid pcftiience affii^ the land : 

Or where pale Famine blafts the hopeful year. 

Parent of want and mifery fevere ! 

Or where, aH dreadful in the embattled line, 

The hoAile (hips in flaming combat join 1 70 

Where the torn vcflcl wind and waveafTatl, 

Till o*er her crew diArcfs and death prevail— 

Where'er he wander 'd, thus vindidfcive Fate, 

Purfucd lus weary Aeps with lading hate ! 

Roiu'd by her mandate, (koma of black amy 75 

Winter'd the morn of life's advandag day ; 

Relax'd the finews of th€ living lyre, 

And quench'd the kindling fpark of vital fire.«-* 

Thus while forgotten or unknown he woos, 

WIm* 
V.ia. Sbahjfear* * Darien. 
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What hope to win the coy reluctant Mufe ? tO 

Then let not cenfure, with malignant jojr. 
The harvefl of his humble hope deftroy ! 
His verfe no laurel-wreath attempts to claim, 
Hior fculptur*d brifs to tell the poet*8 name. 
If terms uncouth, and jarring phrafes, wound • ZS 
The fofter fenfe with inharmonious' found, 
-Yet here let liftening fympathy prevail. 
While confciotts truth unfolds her piteous tale 1 

And lo ! the Power that waives th* eventful fong, 
Haftes hither from Letbemn banks along : 90 

She fweeps the gloom and rnfliing on the fight. 
Spreads o*er the kindling fcene propitious light ! 
In her right hand an ample roll appears^ 
Fraught with long annals of preceding years : 
With every wife and noble art of man, 95 

Since firft the circling hours their courfe began. 
Her left a iilver wand on high difplay'd, 
Whofe magic touch difpcls oblivion's fhade. 
.Penfive her look; on radiant wings that glow 
like }u9o'8 birds, or Iris' flaming bow, zoo 

She fails ; and fwifter than the courfe of light 
Diredls her rapid intelledhial flight. 
The fugitive ideas (he reflores, 
And calls the wandering tho't from Lethe's flioret. 
To things long pad a fecon^ date ihe gives, X05 
And hoary Time from her frcih youth receives* 
Cqngenial After of immortal Fame, 
She (hares her power, and Msmort isher name 
O firft-born daughter of primeval Time ! 

By 
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BjT triiom tranfinitted down in erery clime, lio 
Tke deeds of ages long elapt*d are known, 
And blazon'd glories fpread froifl sone to BOne | 
"Whofe breath diflbWes the gloom of mental ttigbtt 
And o'er th' obfcur*d idea pours the light ! 
Whofe wing unerring giides thro* time and places IX^ 
And tracklefs fcoufs ch' immenfity of fpace ! 
Say ! on what feat, for thou alone canft tell. 
What dire mifliap a fated fhip befel, 
Aflaird by tempefh, girt with hoftile fhoret ;— 
Arife ! approach ! unlock thy treafur'd ftorcs 1 XM 


A SHIP from Egypt, o'er the diep impcird 
By guiding winds, her courfe for Venice held : 
Of fam'd Britannia were the gallant crew ; 
And from that ifle, her name the ▼eflel drew. 
The wayw^d fteps of fortune, that delude 125 
Full oft to ruin, eager they purfu*d : 
And, dassled by her vifionary glare, 
AdvancM incautious of each fatal fnare, 
Tho* wara'd full oft the Hippery track to fliun, 
Tct Hope,wlth flattering voice, betray'd them on.130 
Beguil'd to danger thus, they left behind 
The fcene of peace, and focial joy re6gn*d. 
Long abfent they, from friends and native homeg 
The cheerlefs ocean were inur'd to roam : 
Yet heaven, in pity to fevere diftrefs, 135 

Had crown*d each painful voyage with fuccels : 
Still, to atone for toils and hazards paft, 
ReAorM Chem to maternal plains at laft. 

Thrice 
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Thrice had the fun, to rule the varying yeafi 
Acrofs th* equator roU'd his flaming, fpb ere, 14^ 
Since laft the vefrelfpread her ample fall* 
From Albion's coaft, obfcquious to the gale. 
She o*er the fpacious flood, from* (hore to iborCi 
Unwearying wafted her commercial (lore. 
The richeft ports of Afric ihe had view*d, 141 

Thence to fair Italy her courfe purfu'd r 
Had left behind Trinacria's burning ifle. 
And vifited the margin of the Nile. 1 

And now, that winter deepens round the poTci ' 
The circling voyage haftens to its goal. 15^ 

They, blind to Fate's inevitable law, , 

No dark event to blaft their hope forcfaw ; i 

But from gay Venice, foon expedl to (leer 
For Britain's coad, and dread no perils near. 
A thoufand tender thoughts their fouls employ^ xji 
That fondly dance to fcenes of future joy. 

Thus time elaps'd, while o'er the pathlefs tide, 
Their fliip thro' Grecian feas the pilots guide. 
Occalion call'd to touch at Candia's fhore, 
"Which,, bled with favouring winds, they foon et« 
plore : x^ 

The haven enter> borne before the gale, 
Difpatch their commerce, and prepare to (ail. 

Eternal powers ! what ruins from afar 
Mark the fell track of defolating war ! 
Here ait and commerce, with aufpicious reign, x6j 
Onccl>reath'd fweet influence on the happy pkin : 
While o'er the lawn, with dance and feftive fong. 

Young 
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Young :Plcafurc led the jocund hours along. 

In gay luxuriance Ceres too was feen 

To crown the vallies with eternal green. 170 

For wealth, for valour, courted and revcr'd, 

What Albion is, fair Candia then appeared.— 

Ah ! who ^hc flight -xjf ages can revoke ? 

The freeborn fpirit of her fons is broken 

They bow to Ottoman's imperious yoke ! 

No longer fame the drooping heart iufpircs, 

For rude opprefDon quench'd its genial fires. 

But Qill her fields, with golden barvefls crowned, 

Supply the barren fliores of -Greece around. 

What palediftrefs afflia« thofc wretched ifles! xSo 

There hope ne'er dawns, and pleafure never fmiks. 

The vafifal wretch obfequious drags his chain, 

And hevs'his fax#(h'd babes lament in vaia. 

Thefe eyes- have feen the dull relu^ant foil 

A fcventh year fcorn the weary labVcr's toU. «8j 

No blooming Venus, on thedeiart-fhore, 

Now views, with triumph, cgptive ^ods adore. 

No lovely Helens now, witb fatal charms. 

Call forth th* avenging chiefs of Greece to arms. 

No fair Penelopes enchant the eye, 190 

For whom contending kings are proud to die. 

Here fuUen beauty fh<ds a twilight ray, 

While forrow bids her Temal bloom decay. 

Thole charms, fo long renownM in clafiic ^Jbains, 

Had dimly ihone on Albion's happier plains ! t^S 

Now, in the fouthern hemifphcre, the fun 
Thro' the bright virgin and the ftales had^run ; 

And 
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And on the ecliptic whcei'd hit winding w»7, 

Till the fierce fcorpion felt his flaming rjiy, 

The fliip was moor'd befide the wave-worn ftrand;20i 

Four days her anchors bite the golden ^and : 

For fickening vapours lull the air to fleep, 

And not a breese awakes the Alent de^p. 

This, when th* autumnal equinox is o*er, 

And Phoebus in the north declines no more, loj 

The watchful mariner, whom heaven informs. 

Oft deems the preliide of approaching ftomu, 

Tmc to his truft when (acred duty calls, 

No brooding ftorm the mafter*s foul appals : 

Th* advancing feafon warns him to the main :^— 4i( 

A captive, fettered to the oar of gain ! 

His anxious heart, impatient of delay, 

Expedls the vrinds to fail from 0^dia*s bay | 

Determin'd, from whatever point they rife, 

To truft his fortune to the feas and fkics. sti 

Thou living ray of i«telle<5hial fire, | 

Whofe voluntary gleams my verfe infpiret 
Ere yet the deepening incidents prevail, 
Till rous*d attention feel our plaintive ttle, 
Record whom, chief among the gallant erew, 
Th* uaUeft puriiiic of fortune hither drew ! | 

Can fons of Ncpt«ne, generous, brave and bold« ! 
In pain and haxard Coil for ibrdid gold i 

They can ! for gold, too oft, with magic art, 
Subdves each nobler impoife of the heart : 2% 

This crewot the profpcrous villaia with sppkLufc, 
To whom* io vain, fiul mexit pleads ha caufr : 

Tbia 
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TI119 Ctxews, ^yith rofcf lale'^ perplexing ronl* 
And !eads the W97 to p^eaiAToV bleft abode } 
With il^ughtcr'd vi<Stim filb ishe weeping* plai&i ftjo 
And fJnoDChfl the Currows of the treAcherou? atfi»». 

0*cr the gay veflel, an4 hc;r daring baiKk 
Experienced Am£RX h^\d the cbi^ conUPa9i|« 
Tho' train*d la bqi(leroii6'.ekc9pBt8,,biA i^ind 
Was yot by foft humanity tefin*d, %$S 

Baci joy of. wedded lov^ at hoinA he kp^jir^ 
AbrQdd con&ft: the fat^ec Q^hm crew ! 
Brav6». Iib.eral, j/ndil thc^ cWgitdprnsftjc fo^i}^ 
Had Q*ec histeBipeir b«Q»^b*d a gi^y foreiM^. 
Him fcience ti^^^, by myAi^: lore» tq-tz^q^ %^ 
The plaj^oBU wheeling Utetecn^l r%a!9l. 
To mark th/e iibi{|fux fliata^i^ MlApe hflldi 
By earth. Attsat^ anc^ bjt fea« sepcifd ;, 
Or pomt her deyipi^ iraol^,. t^jira* climes w^m^iim, 
That leads to ey«ry ihtmc. and vnwff iw^ 345 

He faw tl^. jQoonthro>' hfis^ua's blue concaye gU<k» 
And into motion cbana th' expanding tade^s 
While, e^ftb impetuous .round her a^e rolb^. 
£»Um h«r watery vone, and fink thcpotes. 
Light ajKl.attsa^09,,fcQa tiheir genial ipulreei ajo 
He ikw ftill waitdedng wi(h^ diniipi4h*4 force : 
While; on the mv{ffn o£ di^clining daf , 
Night's.ibadQvy cone celaf^Uiit meks aw»f-»« 
Inuc'd to peril, with unconquer'd foul, 
The chief beheld t^empeftaoiisoeguttroQi %SS 
His genin^^ e^er fos th* event pMpef^d> 
Eiofe wtth the ih)rm,uKl an ittdaogenftarU 

fi The 


14 THE SHIPWRECK. 

Thefccond powers and office Rodmond bore: 
A hardy fon of England « fartheft fliore ! 
Where bleak Northumbria pours her favagc train 260 
In fable fquadrons oVr the northern Aiain; 
That with her pitchy entrails ftor*d refort, 
A footy tribe ! to fair Augufta's port 
Where Vr in ambufliiurk the fatal fands, 
They claim the danger ; proud of ikilful bands ! 265 
For while with darkling courfc their veffels fweep 
The winding fl;ore, or pk)u^ the ^faithlefs deep, 
0*er bar and fhclf the watery path they founds 
With dexterous arjn ; fagacious of the ground ! 
Fearlefs they combat every hoftile wind, 270 

Wheeling in mazy traeks, with courfe inclin'd. 
Expert to moor, where terrors lin> the road ; 
Or win the anchor from its dark abode :-^ 
But drooping and relax'd in climes afar. 
Tumultuous and undifciplin'd in war. jt75 

Sueh RoDMOND was ; by learning unrefin'd, 
That oft* enlightens to corrupt the mind. 
Boiflerous of manners ; trainM in ^arly youth. 
To fcenesthat £hame the eonfcious cheek of truth ; 
To fcenes that nature's ftruggling voice control, a8o 
And freeze compaffion rifing in the foul ! [fhore, 
Where the grim hell-hounds, prowling round the 
With foul intent the ftranded bark explore— 

Deaf 
V* a68. A hat h knoroHf rn hydrography^ to be a majs 
cf earth or fand coUe&ed by the f urge ofthefia^ at' the «i- 
Srance of a river or haven ^ Jo ut to render tbt MVJ^ation 
djfifuiij and often dangeroutt 
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Deaf to the voice of woe, bcr decks they board, 
While tardy jufticc flumbcrs o*cr her fworA— 485 
Th* iDdignant mufc, fevcrcly taught to feci; 
Sbrinks^ from a theme (he bludies to reveal ! 
Too oft example, arm*d with poifons fell, 
Pollutes the {hrine where mercy loves to dwell s 
TbusRoDMOND,train*dby this unhallow'd crew, %go 
The facred focial paffions never knew : 
Unikiird to argue ; in difpute yet lou^ ; 
Bold without caution ; without honours proud : 
In art unfchool'd ; each veteran rule he pris'd, 
And all improvement haughtily defpis'd : 295 

Yet tho' full oft to future perils blind. 
With jQ^ill fuperior glow'd his daring mind. 
Thro' fnares of death the reeling bark to guidej. 
When midnight (hades involve the raging tide. 

To Rod MONO next, in order of command, 300 
Succeeds the younged of our naval band. 
But what avails it. to record a nam^ 
That courts no rank among the fons of falne ? 
While yet a ilripling, oft with fond alarms, 
His bofom danc'd to nature's boundlefs charms : 305 
On him fair fcience dawn*d, in happier hour. 
Awakening into bloom young fancy's flower ; 
But frowning fortune, with untimely bla(l, 
The bloflbm withered, and the dawn o'ercad. 
Forlorn of heart, and bj-fevcre decree, 3x0 

Condemn*d relu^nt to the faithlefs fea. 
With long farewel he left the laurel grove. 
Where fcience and the tuneful Hftcrs rove. — 

Hither 
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HitlMr lie wandei^d, ^idom tb tt^kftc, 

Antiqahies of nations now no mare : 3lf t 

To pcnetMite each d»ant realm orfteown, 

Atkd range «»ciirfire o'<r A* ufitravcrtl aofte. 

In vain l—^or nrfk AdverfityV cotoffiafid, 

Still on HveflHLa-rgm of elieh ftoofut latod, 

Witk uni^leHlrng «t«, his fteps opposM ; ^%^ 

And every gate of hope «gatti1l irikn elosU 

Permit my irac^, ye bkft Pieri«ii tmiii, 

To -call AmioN, ttai tU-fifeted fwaiti ! 

For, like tbat hupA uniiappy, oft hit hvad 

Mdignant ftars their ho^le in/laenee Ihed. 5^5 

Both, in lamenting numbers, o*er the deep, 

With confcious angttiih tavght the harpto vreep: 

And both the ragit^ fiirge in fai^ty bore, 

Amid deltriidlion, panting it> the ^orc 

This laft, our tragic ftory from the wave 530 

Of dark oblivion, hafply yet may (kve : 

With genuine fympathy may^yet complain. 

While fad remembrance blee^ At every Vein. 

Such were the pilots, tutorM 10 divine 
tV uUtraVclM courft by geometric fine t 335 

Trained Xb comdiand, and rau^ the various fkil, 
Whofe various force codfoHns to ^ery gale^-— 
Charg'd xrlt'h the commerce, hither alfo cafaie 
A gallant youth, Pai£&idn was his haine : 
A father's ftctn rHbnimfcnt d6om*d to proVe, 346 
He came, tht Viftith df utthappy loVe ! 
His heart f6r Alb tier's beantfcdus dau^ter lilcd : 
For her a ibcret flatne his boibm ftd. 

Nor 
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Nor let the wretched flavca of folly fcora 

1'his genuine pa01oD, Nature's eldeft-born I 345 

Twas bis with lading anguifli to complain, 

While blooming Anna mourud'd the caufe in Tain. 

Graceful of form, by Nature taught to plcafe. 
Of power to melt the female breaO; with eafc. 
To her Palxmon told his tender tale, 350 

Soft as the voice of fummer's evening gale, 
O'crjoy'd he faw her lovely eyes relent ; 
The blufliing maiden fmil'd with.fwcct confcnt. 
Oft in the mazes of a neighbouring grove, 
Unheard, they breathed alternate vows of love : 355 
By fond focicty their paflion grew, 
Like the young blofTom fed wich vernal dew*^ 
In evil hour the officious tongue of Fame 
Bctray*d the fecrct 0/ their mutual flame. 
With grief and anger ftruggling in his breaft, 360 
pALZMON*s father heard the tale confed. 
Long had he Iiften*d with Sufpicion's ear. 
And learnt, fagacious, this event to fear. 
Too well, fair youth ! thy liberal heart he knew ; 
A heart to Nature*s warm imprcfiions true I 36J 
Full oft his wifdom ftrove, with fruitlefs toil, 
With av'ricc to pollute that genVous foil : 
That foil, impregnated with nobler feed, 
Reftts*d the culture of fo rank a weed. 
Elate with wealth, in acSKvc commerce won, 37^ 
And balking in the fmile of Fortune^s fun. 
With fcorn the parent eyed the lowly (hade, 
That vcil*d the beauties of this charming maid. 

« B % Indignant 
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Indignant li» t%btkM the ciitfnMiit'4 hvyj 

Th» flattering fitOHike Of lib tvtttwt joy! 37^ 

He footh^ fend meaac'd, tinsiofii^ to rediifli 

Thit li6peMH pt^ffioiH or ^Vefet k* aim : 

Oft led the y6&t!i» ivhtlt etiKlhigJofi AeligKt 

The rati A'd fehft;, or bdnttt chfeMm Hue ir^t. 

With all her potvt^s effchantitfg Imttfie fiiflM, 5^ 

And plcafbi^c^s fyrct Vtiic'e tto totiteprtVaif d. 

The Merchant, kindting tlien with proud dlfdaiih. 

In look and voice afltim*d ah harHier Tbrain. 

In abfence how hh Onlj ht>pe remaihM ; 

And fuch theTlcrn decree his will ordainM. 385 

Deep anguiili, tvhile Palemon heard his doom. 

Drew b*eir his loveJy face a fadden^ng gloom. 

In vain with bitter forrbw he repinM, 

Ko tender pity louche that fordid minci ; 

To the brave Ai'StkTW^R the cW^ cohfign*d.'390 J 

The (lately ihip.forlkkSngEhgland's'fhore, 

To regions far rem'ott IPalsmom bore. 

Incapable o!^ change, th' unlia^py youth 

Still lov'd fair Anna with eternal trutk : 

From clime to clime an exile doom*d to roam, 395 

His heart ^ill panted for its fecret home. 

The moon had clrded twice bet wayward zone. 
To him iince young Ariom fir ft wlu known ; 
Who, wandering liere thro' maayaifcene xenown'dt 
In Alexandrians port the velfel foiind ; 460 

Where,anxiou8 to review liis native fhbre, 
He on the roarii^ wave Anbark'd once more. 
Oft, by pale Cynthia's melascholy light, 
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With him IPalbuoii ktf^ tht %aitch of nfig^f^ 
In whofe M bofOM miuiy ft figh ftt^^preft, 40;$ 

Some painful kcnt of the fttil cOnftft, 
Perhaps AmoM fooa the emuTedivin^dt 
Tho* flitsiHikg ItiH 10 pfdfe miRfounded mifld ; 
He felt tiie ehftftitj of filelit %oe, 
Tho' glJKl the iMAiih oT condTort to belloir, j|tO 

He with PAiEMOfv, oft recounted o*cT 
The Ulet of hapMft love itt tttcicRt lore, 
RecallM to iKmory by the adj«cctt ihoi«. 
The freoe thos prefeot, and kiilorjr kftoinii 
The lover fijgVd fiir ibrrowt Jut fab crnn, 415 

Thvs, tho' ft TtoeMt date their ftjeadflap boN^ 
Soon the rij^ vietal oim'd the ^oick'ning «m 
For in one tide their pidBont feemM to nl^ 
By Idndred-sgt and iyniMithy of Ibiri.— 
Thefe o*cr th* inCerior nairal train ptdUt, 4i(» 

The cotrtGK detenBi»e> ortht t«BMneftd gttidei 
O'er all tht red, an «adiftiiig«Hh'd trew I 
Her wing of lAeKpeft €kade Oblri4dii dvew. 
-A fttlfen hngoor ffiU thb4ne» <>^r(ll> 
AAid held th* ttn<mIIAig flMp in ftrohg tritft. 4I15 
High in hit chark* gtbw^ the %mkip «f day | 
0*er Idatfamiag with MeridiaA ray. 
Helax'd from toil tine «mIqr wng^ fht ftOM^ 
\4rhere tenine, war and lh>rm att felt ao more 1 
The hS«r to focial fdeafitfc they ne^j 43O 

Anfthlook reaicinbraflce ditown in ^aafnm wiAtb 
On dftdk, i>M(tath tbt iha(diog cantrss l^mead} 
RoimoMO a rvtlrul talc of vonderti eid. 

Of 
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Of dragons roaring on the enchanted coafb j 

The hideous goblin, and .the yelling ghoft-.-» 43J 

But with Arion, from the fultry heat 

Of noon, Pa LEMON fought a cool retreat. 

And lo ! the (hore with mournful profpe^ crown'd \ 

The rampart torn with many a fatal wound ; 

.The ruin'd. bulwark tottering o'er the ftrand 5 440 

Bewail the ftroke of war's tremendous band. 

What fcenes-of woe this haplefs ifle o*crfpread ! . 

Where late thrice fifty thoufand warriors bled. 

Full twjcc twelve fummers were yon towers affail'd, 

Till barbarous Ottoman at lafl prevaiPd : 445 

Whilo thundering mines the lovely plains o'ertum'd, 

While heroes fell, and domes and temples bom'd. 

But i;ow before them happier Tcenes arife ! 
JElyiian vales falute their ravi{h*d eyes : 
.-Olive and cedar form*d a grateful (hade, 450 

Where light with gay romantic eiror fl:ray*d. . 
The myrtles here with fond oarefles twine : 
There,, riph with netSlar, melts the pregnant vine. 
And lo 1 the ftream, renown'd in claffic fong, 
• Sa4 Lethe, glides the filent. vale along. 455 

Onmofly banks, beneath the citron grove, 
The youthful wanderers found a wild alcove : 
Soft o'er the fairy region languor ftole, 

And 

^ . y, 438. Tii intflligeta nadtr will naMly dijk^wf, 
thai '^hefs remarks allude to the ever-memerahU Jiege oj 
Candia, which was taken from the Venetlane by the ^mrkx 
in 1669 ; being then conftdtred as impregnable^ and efleewui 
^h fioft formidable fort re/i in the univetfe. 
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And witb i'^tf^ nn^atocholy diarmM the fbui 

Here %Hl PalMcoh, tvliife hb prenfitr ttiSsd 461» 

Forconfotmt^Mioilhis frieftd reciin*d. 

In pity's bleedii% hi>tbtii ptriitVdXhc nrfealfi 

Of love's foft anguHh, and dfgfitff fciprttiit^^ 

Too true t!<y tfroiifo ! by fi^cet l^etneiiibrance tSttight, 

Mf heart hi Itert Mctds teith tctrdcr thought : 485 

In vain itcontts the IWStaty fliade. 

By every adiioii, etcry took hetrayM ?— 

The p^t t^f genih-G^ woe dii^ins appeal 

To facattsthat uhndttathTglVoftB torigfeal i 

Yet fure, if rf^t IPALixhJK eaft divine, 476 

The fcnfc of gfctitte pity dwelh iti thinie. 

Yes! afl hh tares thy fytnpathy fliall khow, 

And prove the Idttd rOttipaktiott of fu^ i^dHd. 

ALBtittt)it»i kntDtv1l,^th Hkin and (cienee ^C% 
In kutti^le Option tho^ by fortime ptaic'a, 4^ j 

Yet, never featnan mbreferenery brave 
Led BritajVs coAqufcrtng fquadfohs b^tr the Wave. 
Where ftiU in View Atigufta*8 tljires are teen. 
With flbWery1awn«,aAd waving woods between, 
A peaceful dwelling ftands in modeft pride, 486 
Where Thames, flow winding, rolls his ample tide* 
There live the hope and plcafure of his lifct 
A piou^ di(ughter,wrth a faithful wife. 
For his return, with fond ol^cious care, 
fitifl every grateful ohjeA thefc pf cpare ; jfij 

Whatever can allure the fmcll or fight, 
Or wake the drooping fpirits to delight. 

This blooming maid in viVtue*spath to ^i^e. 

Her 
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Her anxious parents all their cares apj)l7*d.^ 

Her rpotlefs foul, where foft compalTion reign'd, a90 

iJo vice untun'd, no ilckening folly ftain'd* 

Not fairer grows the lily of the vale, 

Whofe bofom opens to the vernal gale : 

Her eyestunconfcious of their fatal charms, 

ThrlU'd every heart with exquifite alarms : 495 

Her face, in beauty*s fiveet attraction dreft, 

The fmile of maiden innocence cxprcft; 

While health, that rifes with the new-born day, 

BreathM o*er her cheek the foftcft blufli of May. 

Still in her look complacence fmil'd ferene ; 500 

She mov*d the charmer of the rural fcene. 

Twas at that feafon when the fields refume 
Their lovelied hues, array'd in vernal bloom ; 
Yon (hip, rich freighted from th* Italian fhore. 
To Thames* fain banks her cofUy uibute bore : 505 
iVhile thus my father faw his ample hoard. 
From this return, with recent treafures ftor*d ; 
Me* with affairs of commerce charg*d, he fcnt 
To Albert's humble maniion ; foon I went^ 
Too foon, alas ! unconfcious of th' event- 
There, (truck with fwcet furprife and fileot awe, 
The gentle miftrefs of my hopes I faw : 
There, wounded firft by love's refiftlefs arms. 
My glowing bofom throb'd with (Irange alarmi. 
My ever-charming Anna ! who alone s^S 

Can all the frowns of cruel fate atone ; 
O ! while all-confcious memory holds her power, 
Can I fprget that fweetly pat&fiU hour. 

When 


le fcnt -^ 
srent, i 

it JIOJ 


THE SHIPWRECK. 23 

When from ihofc eyes, with lovely lightning fraught, 
My fluttcrin^pirits firft th* infcAion caught : j20 
When, as I gaz*d, my faltering tongue bctray*d 
The heart's quick tumults, or refus'd its aid : 
While the dim light my ravifli'd eyes forfook, 
And every limb unftrung with'terror fiiook ! 
With all her powers diffenting reafon ftrovc 5a5 
To tame at firft the kindling flatnc of love ; 
She ftrove in vaitf ! fubdu^d by charms divine. 
My foul a victim fell at beauty's fhrine. 
Oft from the din of buftling life I ftray'd, 
Id <happier fcenes, to fee my lovely maid. 53O 

Full oft, where Thames his wandering current leads, 
We rov'd at evening hour thro' flowery meads. 
There, while my heart's foft anguifh I revcal'd, 
To her with tender-fighs my hope appeal'd. 
While the fweet nymphmy faithful talc belie v'd, S2S 
Her fnowy breaft with fccret tumult hca v'd-; 
For, train'd in rural fcenes from eaHieft youth. 
Nature was her^s, and innocence and truth. •' 
She never knew the city damfel's art, 
Whofe frothy pertncfs charms the vacant heart! — 540 
My fuit prevail'd ; for love inform'd «iy tongue. 
And on his votary's lips perfuafion hung. 
Her eyes with confcious fympathy withdrew, 
And o'er her cheek the rofy current flew. — 
Thrice happy hours ! where with no dark allay, 54J 
Life's fatrtft funfhine gilds the vernal day ! 
For here the figh, that foft afledtion heaves, 
From ftistjs of iharper woe the foul relieves. 

ElyGaa 
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Etyiian, fccaes, too happy Iod^ to lail ! 

Voo fooa a (iborm the C^iUuig dati^xv o'erca(l ! ^j^ 

Too (oon rpmc d^moQ to -my fathef bore 

The tidivg^ that his bcs^n vr'it^ a^gmih. to«f -p^-i 

My prkj^ tp kUi41c« with tliffi«fiv« voice. 

Awhile he Iabouij*d to>4e^a4c my choice : 

Thpi, in th< whirlu^ ^ayc. of. pjeaiwre, fought ssS 

From its, lo^'d phjf;^ ho divert iny thAUg)^ 

With cq,MAl hope h^ might attjempt u> hia4» 

In chains of ad^maQi^ the |ai«de&'wiM; 

For love ha4 a|n^*d th^ fs^al Q^toct fuiFC : 

Hope fed tl3fi'^i5ftun4»a9d aWqiHja kHRWOQ cuwv j^ 

A|iri,th ^ti^tfid, look,, each art h^ fe<w, 

Still ba^d, h3( A^pA't^r N2(tuj;e-s law* 

His a9]upjuB,9i|nd) on varipu% j^h«m<i» reyolVd ; 

At laft on cri^qi exile he; i;e(piv*d. 

The rigorous dpjO,mi was 'fix*d.; al^i faoi^, vaiHi J^J 

To him of, tcad^.ax^iili tq complain I 

His fqtiU.that.DCVxr iQve*& fweQt.lqfluc;nccfcil;t, 

By focial f^ajpa^hy co.i4d.n/5ver.-«i«lt,. 

With (lern conunap^ to Az^bsi^t's charge he^^gai^Fc^ 

To waft ?Ai..tJtfx>JiL o'er the diChint wai?ei j[^ 

The fhip, via* l^P^-^'Hi. prcpur-d.!©. (atft 
And only w^itqd.qpjv. th^k^dix^g galff- 
'Twas oui:s^ in that lad pcriix], £riltogpjr<>V3e 
The heartrfelt'ton^ent^.of defpaifing loiifi^ 
Th' impalieqt w^Qiihal n/q?^ fe^la lepofc.^. S7S 
l)eAre tha^ with pcQietual cornc^i^t il^wsi 
The fluauajiAg pa»g^ Qf hRiiP:a»4 f«tf J 
Joy diiljwt ft|Uiaft4 ferfQW C¥.«iM»ir I 

rim, 
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Thus, while the pangs of thought fcvcrcr grew, ^ 
The wcftcrn hreczes inaufpiclous blew, ^80 C 

Hadening the moment of our laft adieu. J 

The veflcl parted on the falling tide ; 
Yet time one facrcd hour to love fupply*d. 
The night was illenr, and, advancing faQ, 
.The moon o*er Thames her filver mantle caft. s^S 
Impatient hope the midnight path explored, 
And led me to the nymph my foul ador'd. 
Soon her quick footfteps flruck my liftening ear ! 
She came confeft ! the lovely maid drew near ! 
But ah ! what force of lan^age can impart 590 
Th* impetuous joy iliat gIow*d in either heart I 
O ! ye whofe melting hearts are form*d to prove 
The trembling ecAacies of genuine love ! 
When, with delicious agony, the thought 
Is to the verge of high delirium wrought ; 595 

Your fccret fympathy alone can tell 
What raptures then the throbbing bofom fwell : 
0*er all the nerves that tender tumults roll. 
While love with fweet enchantment melts the (bul ! 
In tranfport loft, by trembling hope imprefl, 600 
The blufhing virgin funk upon my bread ; 
While her*s congenial beat with- fond alarms ; 
Diflblving foftnefs ! paradife of charms I 
Flaili*d from our eyes, in warm trausfufion flew 
Our bleeding fpirits, that each other drew ! 6oj 
O blifs fupreme ! where virtne*s felf can melt 
With joys that guilty pleafure never felt ! 
Form*d to refine the thouglu w^ duiftc dcfire, 
C And 
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And kindle fwcct afFe<aion*8 purett fire ! 

Ah! wherefore fliould my hopclefs Iove,flic cries, 6io 

While forrow buift with interrupting fighs, 

Forever <icftin*d to lament in vain, 

Such flattering, fond ideas entertain ? 

:R4i heart thro' feenes of fair illufion ftray'd, 

To Jop decreed for fome fuperior maid. 615 

'Tis mine to feel the fliarpeft ftings of grief, _ 

Where never gentle hope affords relief. 

Go then, dear youth ! thy father's rage atone ; 

And let this torturM bofom beat alone ! 

The hovering anger yet thou may'ft appeafe ; 610 

Go then, dear' youth ! nor tempt the faithlefs fcas ! 

Find out fome happier daughter of the town, 

With fortune's fairer joys thy love to crown ; 

Where fmiling o'er thee, with indulgent ray, 

Profperity fliall hail each new-born day : 625 

Too well thou kno%v'ftgood Albert's niggard fate, 

111 fitted to fuftain thy fether* s hate ; 

Go then, 1 charge thee, by thy gwierous love, 

That fatal to my father thus may prove ! 

On me alone Itt dark afili<aion'feill ! 630 

Whofe heart, for thee, will glatily fuffer alL 

Then hafte thee hence, Palbmon, ere too late. 

Nor rafhly hope to brave oppofing fate ! 

Sheccas*d ; while angulfli in.hcrangcl*facc 
O'er all her beauties flvowcr'd ccltftial grace. 635 
Not Helen, in hct brfdal charms array*^d, 
Was half fo lovely -as this gentle maid. 
O foul df all my wi£hc» I I irply'tii 

Caa 
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Cam that loft flibria ftem ftAi^an's tide ? 
Canft thou, fair emhlcin of ualted tnith ! 640- 

To forrow doom, the fiimmer of thy youth ; 
And I, perfidious ! all that fflvcotneff £m. 
Con/iga*d to laftiAg mifery fbr m« ? 
-Sooner this moment nuy the etAmal doom 
Pal£mon inthefilent eaith- entomb ! 645 

Attefi, thou moon, f^ir regent of the night 1 
Whofe luftre &q\xm at thUmourofui light \ 
By all the pangs divtdfld lover« feel,. 
That fweet pofieflion only knowa to heal 1 
By all the horrors brooding o'er the deep! 65a 

Where fate and ruin fad. dominion keep ;. 
Tho' tyrani duty o'er me threatening llande^ 
And claima obedience to her 0ern commands : 
Should; fortune cruel or aufpicious prove. 
Her fmile or Crown fliaU never change my love ! 6s Si 
My heart, that now muft every joy relign, 
Incapable of change, is only thine !-«> 

O ccafe to weep ! this ftorm will yet decay, . 
And thefe fad clouds of forrow melt away. 
While thro' the rugged path of life we go, 660 

All mortals tafte the bitter draught of woe. 
The fam'd and great, decreed to equal pain» 
Full oft in fplendid wretchednefs complain* 
For this profperity, with brighter ray. 
In fmiling contrafl gilds our vital day. tds 

Thou too,fwect maid,ere twice ten months are o*er, -^ 
Shalt hail Palemov to his native ihore, C 

Where never intcrcft (hall divide us more. J 

Her 
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Her ftruggliBg foul^ o*erwheIin*d with tender grief. 
Now found an interval of ihort relief : 670 

So melts the furface of the frozen ftream, 
Beneath the wintry fun*s departing beam. 
With warning hafte the fliades of night withdrew. 
And gave the fignal of a fad adieu* 
At on my neck th'affli^ed maiden hung, 675 

A thoufand racking doubts her fpirit wrung. 
She wept the terrors of the fearful wave, 
Too oft, alai ! the wandering lover's grave ! 
With foft perfuafion I difpel'd her fear, 
And from her cheek beguil'd the falling tear. 680 
While dying fondnefs languifli*d in her eyes, 
She pour'd her foul to heaven in fuppliant fighs — 
lx)ok down with pity, oh ! ye powers above. 
Who hear the fad complaint of bleeding love ! 
Ye, who the fccret laws of fate explore, 685 

Alone can tell if he returns no more : 
Or if the hour of future joy remain, 
X*ong-wifli*d atonement of long-fuffer*d pain ! 
Bid every guardian minider attend. 
And from all ill the much-Iov'd youth defend 1 690 
— ^Wilh grief o*erwhclm*d we parted twice in vain, 
And, urg'd by (h-ong attradion, met again. 
At laft, by cruel fortune torn apart. 
While tender paOion Oream'd in either heart ; 
Our eyes transfixed with agonidng look ; 695 

One fad farewel, one laft embrace we took. 
Forlorn of hope, the lovely maid I left, 
Pcnfivc and pale ; of every joy berefL 

She 


TM8 SHIPWRECK. a.; 

8)ie fo her fiicBt couch reiir'd to wct\u 
While her fud twiAn cfnb»rk*d upon the deep. 7C>o 

Hit tale ritut cl(i»'d, from <ymp«th/ of i^i'icf, 
PalbmonV borum felt « Cwc«t relief ; 
The iMplcfa bird, Ihui mvinrd from the (kici, 
WJicre ull'forluni hinUtr'd compAitiott flici, 
In fee ret long bewnili hit eruel fate, J^S 

With fond remembrsiicc of bt» win|[cd mat« : 
'i'ill grown fumilittr with ii fore ijrii train, ^ 

Cnmpot*d at length, liii tidly^wMrMinj^ fkruin ( 
In fwect oblivion chtrmi the fcnff of p^in. 3 

Ye tender mutdv, in whufe puthrtie huU J to 
Compftdion'i fuered ftream impctuou^i roili ( 
Whofe warmaflcAionf ewiuiHttly feci 
The fecret wound ye tremble to reveal I 
Ah f may no wanderer of the fuithkfi main, 
Pour thro' your breaft the foft dclteioui bune (715 
May never fot^l ttodcriicra approve 
The fond cfTaQoni of their ardent love* 
O ! waru'd by friendfliip'i eounftl, learn to Hiun 
I'iic ftUai path where thoufund» are undone i 

Now aa the youth*, returning o'er the plain, 720 
Approach'd the lonely margin of the main^ 
Firfl, wltU atlcDtioii rout'd, AaioN ey'd 
The graceful lover, form'd in Nalure't pride. 
Hi* frame the htppied fymmetry difplay'd 1 
And lock* of wftviiig gold hit neck array U 725 
In every look the Papbian grace* fltine, 
Suit brcfttliiftg o'er hi* cheek thdr bloom divine. 
With lightened heart be fuui'd ftrcncly gay, 

C% Uke 
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Like young Adonis or the fon of Mat. 

Not Cytherea from a fairer fwain 730 

Receiv*d her apple on the Trojan plain ! 

The fun's bright orb, declining all fcrcne, 
Now glanc'd obliquely o*er the woodland fcenc 
Creation fmiles around ; on every fpray 
The warbling birds exalt their evening lay. 735 

Blithe ikipping o*er yon hill, the fleecy train. 
Join the deep chorus of the lowing plain : 
The golden lime and orange there were feen, 
Ou fragrant branches of perpetual green. 
The cry rial ftreams, that velvet meadows lave, 740 
To the green ocean roll with chiding wave. 
The glaffy ocean hufli*d, fox gets to roar. 
But, trembling, murmurs on the fandy fliore : 
And lo ! his furface, lovely to behold ! 
Glows in the weft, a fea of living gold ! 745 

While all above, a thoufand liveries gay 
The flcies with pomp ineffable array. 
Arabian fweets perfume the happy plains : 
Above, beneath, around enchantment reigns ! 
While yet the fhades, on Tip^c's eternal fcalci 750 
With long vibration deepen o*er the vale ; 
While yet the fongftei^s of the vocal grove. 
With dying numbers tune the foul to love ; 
With joyful eyes th* atlentive roarer feet 
Th* aufpicious omens of an caftcm brcczc.«^ 7jj 
Now radiant vefper le^ds the ftarry train. 
And night flow drawi her veil o*er laAd and main ; 
Round the charg'd bowl>tbe iailors form a ringV 

By 
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By turns recount the wond'rous talc, or fingj 
Aft love or battle, hardOiips of the main, 760 

Or genial wine, awake their homely ftrain : 
Then fome the watch of night alternate keepi 
The reft lie buried in oblivious ileep. 

Deep midnight now involves the livid^ikieSt 
While infant breezes from the Qxorc arife. 765 

The waning moon, behind a wat*ry ihroud. 
Pale glimmered o*er the long protra(3;ed cloud. 
A mighty ring around her filver throne, 
With parting meteors croft, portentous {hone. 
This in the troubled (ky full oft prevails ; 770 

Oft deem*d a iignal of tempeftuous. galcs->-» 
While young Arion fteeps, before his fight. 
Tumultuous fwim the vifions of the night. 
Now blooming Anna, with her happy fwain, 
Approach*d tHe facred Hymeneal fane : 775 

Anon tremendous lightnings fla£h between ; 
And funeral pomp, and weeping-loves are feen I 
Now with Palemon^ up a rocky ftcep, 
Whofe fununit trembles o'er the roaring deep, 
With painful ftep he climb*d : while for above 780 
Sweet Anna charm'd them with the voice of love* 
Then fudden from the flippery height, they fell, 
While dreadful yawn*d beaeath the jaws of hell—* 
Amid this fearful trance, a thundering found 
He hears-^and thriee the hollow decks rebound. 785 
Upftarting from his couch, on deck be fprung ; 
Thrice with flirill note the boatfwain's whilUe nia^ 
M bands unmt^r f proclaims a boifterous cry ; 
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All hands wnmwr / the cavrrn'd rocks reply. 
Rous'd from rcpofe, aloft the faiiors fwarra> 79© 
And witk their levers foon the windlafs arm. 
The order giveo, up-fpringing with a bound, 
Theylodge the bars,aBd wheel their engine roond : j 
At evefy turn the clanging panls refound. 
Uptorn relu<SUnt from its oozy care, 795 

The ponderous aiichor riUcs o'er the wave 
Along tixeir flippery mafb the yards afcead, 
And high in air, the canvas wings extsnd ; 
Redoubliag cord^the lofty canvas guide, 
Asd thro* iaextricahle mazes glide. Soo 

The lunar rays with long refle<£lion gleam, 
To light the velTel o*er the fUver ftream : 
Along the glafly plain fcrene fiie glides, 
While aauise radiance trembles on her fides. 
From eaft to north the traniicnt breezes play ; ^05 
And in xkt Bgyptian ^sartcr foon decay. 
A culm, cufiiei ; they dread tk' adjacent Chore ; 
The boats with fo^tf^ aim*d are feot before : 
With cordai^ fftften'd lo the h>fty pr»w» 
Jkk>oi to Iffa the itetely ibip Uiey tow. 8so 

The 

V; 790. The toindlafs is <ifort of large roller y u/ed fm 
Hotnd in the eabl^y or beave up the anchor. It is turned a- 
hout verHemliyt iy a mtmktr eflomg hars^ or letters ; in vfAotS 
^r^tmrO'itJrrtmmhd/htm ref9iiingyhy tbefumls^'n, 7S^. 

y. SzOk Towngf is Hk'Ofiwatson of drawing afiipjvr* 
wasfdt.h <"«Mtf y rojut m t tmHog from bgr fire pmt^ t9 
one ormaxe ^tU hoait ra^um^hiifireheu 
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The nervous crew their fwceping oars extend ; 
And pealing (houts the {hore of Candia rend. 
Succels attends their ikill ; the danger 's oVr : 
The port is doubled and beheld no more. 

Now mom, her lamp pale^glimmering on the fight, 
Scatter'd'before her van relu<flant night. 
She comes not in refulgent pomp array'd) 
But (iemlj frowning, wrapt in fullen (hade. 
Above incumbent vapours, Ida*8- height, 
Tresnendtes rock ! emcrgcfr on the fight. ^20 

North-eaft the guardian iHe of Standia lies) 
And wcftward Frefchin's woody capes arife. 

With winding poftures, now- the wanton fails 
Spread all their fnares to charm th* inconftant galetk 
The fwelling ftu'n-fails now their wings extend) 835 
Then (lay-&ils iidelong to the breeze afcend : 
While all to court the wandering breeze are plac'd. 
With yards now thwarting, now obliquely brac'd* 

The dim horizon lowering vapours (hroud^ 
And blot the fun, yet ftruggling in the cloud : 830 
Thro* the wide atmofphere, condcns'd with haze, 
His glaring orb emits a fanguine blaze. 
I'he pilots nmv their rules of art apply. 
The myftic needle's devious aim to try. 
The compafft plac'd to catch the rifing ray, 835 

TH© 

f. 845* 8*^' Studdhg'fallt are longy narrow faih^tvBteJSf 
are only uftd injine •weather andjair 11/hdsi on the outfidt 
•f the larger fquare fails. Stay-fail* are tbrtt-corn^failt^ 
ivhicb are boified up on the flays., when tbe nvind crojjes ibt 
fiif*s courft^ eitber dire&ly or obliquely^ 
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The quadrant's iUadovr ftudious they furvry I . 

Along the aech thr gradual index flideS) 

While Phcebus dowa the vertic circle glidei* 

Now, feen on ocean-sutmoft verge to fwim, 

He f weepi it vibiant with hit nether limb. 840 

Their fage experience thus explores the height 

And polar diflance of the fouroe of light : 

Then thro' the chiliads triple maze, they trace 

Th' analogy that proves the mi^et's place. 

The wayward fteel, to truth thus reconcil'd, 845 

No more the attentive pilot*s eyebeguird. 

The natives, while the {hip departs the laad, 
Afliore wttli admiration gating (land. 
Majeftically flow, before the breeze, 
laiilent pomp {he marches on the feas. .85a 

Her milkywhite bottom caft a fofter gleam. 
While trembling thro' the green traoflucent ftream. 
The wales, that clofc above in contraft {hone, 
Clafp the long fabric with a jetty aone. 
BniTANNiA, riding awful on the prow, 855 

Gaz'd o'er the vaffal-wave that roll'd below : 
Where'er {lie mov*d, the vaffal-waves were feea 
To yield obfequious, and confefs their queen. 

Th' 

F. 835. 7be operation of taking the funs azimtrth, in 
erder to difcover the eafiern or loejiern variation of the mag^ 
netieal needle, 

V, 853. The wales i here alluded to, are an affemhlagt. of 
firong plant* wbieb envelope the loiver part ofthefhip^sjtcie^ 
therein they are hroader and thicker than the rtji^ and af>^ 
pear fomeivhat like a range of hoopfs^ which Jeparates tlte 
I'oltom from the upper works* 
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Th* Imperial trident grac'd her dexter-hand. 
Of power to rule the furgc, like Moses* wand, S6o 
Th' eternal empire of the main to keep, 
And guide her fquadrous o*er the trembling deep* 
Her left propitious bore a myflic fhieid. 
Around whofe margin rolls the wat'ry field. 
There her bold genius, in his floating car, 865 

O'er the wild billow hurls thellorm o^war— 
And lo ! the beafts, that oft with jealous rage 
In bloody combat met, from age to age, 
Tam*d into union, yok'd in frienddiip's chain, 
Draw his proud chariot round thevanquifli*d main.S 70 
**From the broad margin to the center grow 
Shelves, rock8,and whirlpools, hideous to the view !— 
Th* immortal fliicld from Neptune flie rccciv*d. 
When firft her head above the waters heav'd. 
Loofe floated o*er her limbs an azure veil ; 875 

A figur'd fcutchcon glitter'd on her breaft : 
There, from one parent foil, forever young. 
The blooming rofc and hardy thiftle fprung. 
Around her head an oaken wreath was feea, 
lowove with laurels of unfading green. %Bo 

Such was the fculptur'd prow— from van to rear, 
Th' artillery frowned, a black tremendous tier ! 
Embalok'd with orient gum, above the wave, 
The fwelling iides a yellow radiance gave. 
- Od the broad ftexn, a penQl warm and bold, &S5 
That never fertile culesrof art control'd, 
An allegoric tale 00 high pQftray'd, 
There »y!cmj|g hero; Iwre a royal inaid. 

Fair 
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Fair England's genius, In the youth expreft, 

'Her ancient foe, but mow her friend coufed : 890 

The warlike nymph with fond- regard furvcy'd;. 

No more his hofttle frown her heart <lifniay'<L 

His look, that once fliot teiror from afar. 

Like young Algid es, or the god of ^war, 

'Serene as fummer's evening ikies flie faw, . ZfS 

Serene, yet £rm ; tho' mild, n»pr«r(fing awe. 

Her nervous arm, inur'd to toils fevere, 

Brand! (li'd t-h* unconquer'd Caledonian fpear. 

The dreadful falchion of the hills flie wore, 

-Sung to the harp in many. a tale df yore, 900 

That oft' her rivers dy'd with hoftilcgore. 

Blue was her rocky fliield ; her piercing ©yc 

Flafli'd,like the meteors 6f her native iky ; 

Her creft, high-plum'd, was rough with many a fear. 

And o'er her helmet gleam-d the 'northern Qar. 905 

The warrior youth appeared of noble frame ; 

The hardy offspring of fomc Runic dame. 

I^oofe 6*er his Hioulders hung the flackcn'd bow, 

Renown'd in fong, the terror of the foe ! 

The fword, that oft the barbarous North dcfy^d, 9-10 

The fcourge of tyrants ! glitter'd by his fide. 

Clad in refulgent arms, in battle won^ 

The George emblazon*d on his eroHet (hone. 

Fad by his fide was feen a golden lyre, 

I^regnant with numbers of eternal fire; 915 

Whofe ftrings unlock the witches' midnight fpell ; 

Or waft rapt fancy thro* the gulfs of hell : 

Struck with contagion, kmdUog fanqr hears 

The 


THE SHIPWRECK. 37 

The fong3 of heaven ! the muflc of the fpheres ! 
Borne on Newtonian wing, thro* air {he flics, 920 
Where other funs to other fyftems rife ! 
Thefe front the fcene confpicuous ; over head 
Albion's proud oak his filial branches fpread : 
While on the fea-bent fliorc obfequious flood, 
Beneath their feet, the father of the flood : 915 
Here, the bold native of her clifii above, 
PerchVi, by the niartial maid, the bird of Jove ; 
There, on the watch, fagacious of his prey, 
With eyes of fire', an Englifli siaftifF lay. 
Yonder, fair comtnerce ftrctch*d her winged fail ; 930 
Here frown*d the god that wakes the living gale. 
High o'er the poop, the flattering winds unfurrd 
Th* imperial flag, that rules the wat'ry world. 
Deep-blufhing armors all- the tops inveft ; 
And warlike trophies either quarter drcft : 935 

Then tower*d the mafts ; the canvas fweird on high : 
And waving dreamers floated in the flcy. 
Thus the rich veflcl moves in trim array ; 
Like fome fair virgin on her bridal day. 
Thus, like a fwa», flie cleaTes the wat'ry plain ; 94* 
The pride and wonder-of the ^gian main ! 


ARGUMENT 


ARGUMENT of the SECOND CANITO. 
^^eSiion on leaving the land — The gale continues — A iva" 
ter-J^Out — Beauty of a dying dolphin — Thejkip^s frogrejs 
along ibe Jhore—^JVind Jlrdngihens* — -The fails reduced-^ 
Afboal of porpotfes-'—LaJl appearance p/*Capc Spado — 
■Sea rifes' — A f quail — ^be fails furtber diminifbed — 
Rainfall fplit-^Sbip beats atvay before the ic/W— 
Again bauls upon tbe -wind^^^Anotber main-fail fitted to 
the yard-'^l^be gale flill increafes-"—^ op-fails furled^^- 
Topgallant-yards fent diytbn — Sea enla'rges^^Sun fet'-^ 
Courfes reefed — Four feamen lofi off tbe lee main'^ard" 
arm — Anxiety of tbe pilots from their dangerous Jitua" 
tioH'^Refolute behavior of the failors-^^tbe fhip labours 
in great dijirefs — Tbe artillery tbrorvn overboard — Dff^ 
mal appearance of tbe iveatber — Very high and danger-' 
ous fea — Sev^e fatigue of tbe cre^v — Confultation and 
refolution of tbe oficers-'—Speeeh and advice o/" Albert 
to tbe cre-w—Neceffary difpofition to veer before tbe 
*wind'-~Difappointment in tbe propofed effeSi-^Netv dif- 
pofitiotts equally uttfuceefsful-—7bemizen'maflcut aivay^ 


The Scene lies in the fca", between Cape Frefchin in 
Candia, and the ifland of Falconera, which is near- 
ly twelve leagues northward of Cape Spado. — ^The 
Time is from nine in the morning till one o'clock 
of the following morning. 


THE 

SHIPWRECK. 
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Adieu, ye plcafurcs of the rural fccne, 
"Where peace an4 calm contentment dwell fcrcnc !' ■ 
To me in Vain, on earth's prolific foil. 
With fummer erown'd th* Elyiiao vallies fmilc ! 
To roe thofe happier fcenes no joy impart, 5 

But tantalize my hope with aching heart. 
For thefe, alar! reludbint I forego, 
To viiit ftorms and elements of woe ! 
Ye tempcfts, o'er my head congenial roll, 
To fuit the mournful muiic of my foul ! za 

In black progrefiion, lo ! they hover near ; 
Hail, focial horrors, like my fate fevere ! 
Old Oqean hail, beneath whofc azure zone 
The fecret deep lies uncxplor'd unkno^ti. 
Approach, ye brave companions of the fca, 15 

And fearlefs view this awful fccne with me ! 
Ye native guardians of your country's laws 1 
Yc bold aflertcrs of her facred caufc ! 
The mufe invites you ; judge if flic depart, 
Uacq^ual, from the precepts of your art. 20 

In 
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In pra£^ice traln*d, and confcious of her power,, 
Her Aeps intrepid meet the trying hour. 

0*er the fmooth boibmof the faithlefs tides, 
PropePd by gentle gales, the veffel glides. 
RoDifiOND exulting Celt th* aufpicious w^d^ 95: 

And by a myftic charm its aim confin*d. — 
The thoughts of home, that o*er his fancy roll, 
With trembling joy dilate Palemon's foul : 
Hope lifts his heart, before whofe vivid ray 
Diftrefs recedes, and dangers melt away. ^o 

Already Britain's parent-cliffs arife» 
Avd in idea greet hi? longing eyes } 
Each amorous failor too, with heart elate, 
Dwells on t)ie beauties of his gentle mate. 
}^ven they th* impreiUve d^rt of love can feel, 35 
Whofe ftubbqrn fouls ^e {heath *d in triple fteeL 
Nor lefs o'erjoy'd, perhs^ps with equal tr^th, 
Each faithful maid expedU th* approaching yputli. 
In diftant bofoms equal s^rdours glow ; 
And mutual pai^on8 mutual joy beftow.-^ 40 

Tall Ida's fumn^iit npw more diftant grew. 
And Jove's high h|ll was riiing on the view : 
When, from the left apprpaching, they defcry 
A liquid co^lumn toweriii^g ihoot on high : 
The foaming bafe an angry whirlwind fweepft, 45 
Where curling billows roufe the fearful deep& 
Still round and round the fluid vortex flies, 
Scattering dun night and horror thro* the flkie8« 
The fwift volution and th' enormous train 
Let fages vers*d in nature's lure explain ! ;• 

The 
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The horrid apparition dill drawa nigh, 

And while with foam the whirling furges fly !— 

The guns were prim'd ;. the veflel northward veers 

Till her black battery on the column bears. 

The nitre fir'd ; and while the dreadful found, SS 

Oonvulfive, fliook the flumberlng air around, 

The watVy volume, trembling to the fky, 

Burd down a dreadful dehigc fiom on high ! 

Th* affrighted furge, recoiling as it fell. 

Rolling in hills difclob'd th* abyfs of htll. 60 

But foon, this tranflent adulation o'er. 

The fea fubfides ; the whirlwinds rage no more. 

While foiithward now th* increaling breezes veer, 
Dark clouds incumbent on their wings appear. 
In front they view the confecrated grove 6j 

Of Cyprcfe, facred once to Cretian Jove.. 
The thirfly canvas^ all around fupply'd. 
Still drinks- unquench*d the full aerial tide. 
And now, approaching near the lofty flern, 
A flioal of fportivc dolphins they difcern. j^ 

From burnifli*d fcalfs they beam refulgent rays. 
Till all the glowing ocean feems to blaze. 
Soon to the fport of death the crew repair, 
Dart the long hance, or fprcad the baited fnaret- 
Onc, in redoubling mazes, wheels along, 75 

And glicks, unhappy ! near the triple prong ; 
RoDMOND unerring o'er his head fufpends 
The barbed fteel, and every turn attends. 
Unerring aim*d, the mifiilc weapon flew> . 
And, plunging, ftruck the fated vitSlim thro*. K<3' 

D a Th* 


42 THE SHIPWRECK, ^ 

Th* upturning points his ponderous bulk fuAaia ; 

On deck he (Iruggles with convulfive pain. 

But while his heart the fatal javelin thrills. 

And flitting life efcapcs in fanguine rills. 

What radiant changes ftrikc th* aftonifli'd fight ! .85 

What glowing hues of mingled iliade and light ! 

Not equal beauties gild the lucid weft, 

With parting beams all o*er profufely dreft. 

Not lovelier colours paint the vernal dawn, 

When orient dews impearl th* enamel'd lawn; 90. 

Than from his fides in bright fuffufion flow, 

That now with gold empyreal feem to glow, 

Now in pellucid fapphires meet the view. 

And emulate the foft celefUal hue ; 

Now beam a flaming crimfon on the eye ; 9^ ^ 

And now afiume the purple*s deeper dye. 

But here defcription clouds each ihining ray. 

What terms of art can nature's power difplay ? 

Now, while on high the frefhenJiig gale ihe fech. 
The fliip beneath her lofty prcffure reels. 100 v 

Th* auxiliar fails that court a gentle breeze . 
From their high ftations fink by flow degrees. 
The watchful ruler of the helm no more, 
• With fixt attqntioQ, eyes th* adjacent (hore ; 
But by the oracle of truth below, 1*5 

The wondrous magnet guides the wayward prow.-— 
The wind, that ftill th* impreifive canvas fweird, 
Swift and more fwift the yielding bark impeU'd. 
Impatient thus flie glides along the coaft, 
Till far bcWnd the hill.of Jove is loft ; no ^ 

And, 
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And, while aloof from Retimo fhe fteers, 
Malacba's foreland full in front appears. 
Wide o*cr yon ifthmus (lands the cyprcfe-grorc 
That once enclos'd the hallowed fane of Jove. 
Here too, memorial of his njrae ! is found ixj- 

A tomb, in marble ruins on the ground. 
This gloomy tyrant, ivhofe triumphant yoke 
The trembling dates around to flavcry broke ; 
Thro' Grccee, for murder, rape, and incefl known, 
The Mufes rais*d to high Olympus' throne.— zao 
. For oft, alas i their venal drains adorn 
The prince, whom blu£hing virtue holds in feonu 
Still Rome and Greece record his endlefs fame, 
And hence yon mountain yet retains his name. 

But fee \ in confluence borne before the blaflr, its 
Clouds roird on clouds the duiky noon o'ercaft ; 
The blackening ocean curls ; the winds arife ; 
And the dark feud in fwift fucceifion flies. 
While the fwoln canvas bends the mafls on high. 
Low in the wave the lecwAxd -cannon lie. X30 

TTic 

F*. I a 8. Scud h a name gwn hy feamen U the lowe/l 
eicihhi nvbicb are driven zvitb great rapidity aUng the at" 
mofpbere, infqually or tempefiuwt weather* 

V' I30» When the nnini troffiex a Jaip^s eourfej either 
direSily or obliquely ^ tb^ fide of tbe finP\ vpon wbieb it a3s^ 
is called the weatberjae j and tbt oppofite one, v>bicb it 
tben prejfed do^vnvtardt, is called tbe leejide. Hence all 
tbe rigging and furniture of tbe fbip are, at this time, dif 
Hngyified by theftd* on nvbieb ihey arefttuated: as tbe let' 
tasu^Mf the lee^racee, tbe weatbir^bme/i \^f% 
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The failors now, to give the (hip rcHcfi 
Reduce the top-fails by a fmgle reef. 
Each lofty yard with flackcn*d cordage reels, 
Rattle the creaking blocks, and ringing wheels, 
Down the tall mafts the top*fai1s dnk amain; 135 
Andjfoon reduc*d, aflume their poft again. 
More didant grew, receding Candia's fliorc; 
And fouthward of th« weft Cape Spado bore. 

Four hours the fun his high meridian throne 
Had left, and o*er Atlantic regions flione : 140 

Still blacker clouds that all the flcies invade, 
Dra^ o*er his fullied orb a difmal fhade. 
A fquali dcep-low*ring bolts the foulhern flcy, 
Before whofe boifterous breath the waters fly. 
Its weight the top^fails can no more fuftain, 145 
Reef fyp-fnih^ reef ! the boatfwain calls again. 
The haljs^ds and top-bow-lines fobn are gone. 
To due-lines and reef-tackles neJLt they run : 

The 

'V, 13 a. Tbe^tcpfatU are large fqvare fails of the fee 
wid degrfe in height and magnitude. Reefs are certain di» 
wfoni or ffaces by %uhicb the principal fails are reduced 
%uhen the wind increafes ; and again enlarged proportionally 
ivben its force abates. 

V. 147. Haliards are either ftngle ropes er tackles, hy 
'which the fails .are hoijled up and loioered tvhen the fuilu 
to he extended or reduced. . 

V. ibid. Boish'lines are ropes inien led to keep the tvimd" 
%vard edge of the fail feadyi and prevent it from fha king in 
an unfavourable wind. 

y, 148. Cluc'lines are ropes ufedto trufs up the clues ^ or 
Uxver corners, of the principal fails to their r^pc&ivt yardt^ 
Particularly when the fail is to be clofe refed or furled* 
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The fliiTCtiag fails defocnd ; and now they fqtisre 

TJie yards, while ready failon raoant -in air. x^ 

The weather earings and the lee they pad ; 

The reefs efiroU'd aad every point made fi^ 

Their Caik abere thus iintih'fl, they defcend» 

And vigilant th* approaching fquall attesd. 

It comes refifllefs, and with foaming fweep, X55 

Upturns the T^hitening furface of the deep. 

In fuch a tempcfl, borne to deeds of death, ' 

The wayward fiftcrs fcoiir the blafted heath. 

With ruin pregnant now the clouds impendi 

And dorm and catanuSk tumultaous bleni;!. 160 

Deep on her fide the reeling veflel lies— ■ 

Brail up the mizen quick ! the mafter criesi 

Man the clue*garnets ! let the main-fheet fly t--^- 

The boiftcrous fquall ftill preiTes from on high, 

And 

V, 148. Reef'tatila are rxfes employti i9 fatilitaU ihi 
operation of reefing, by confining the extremities of tie reef 
clofe up to the yard, Jo that the interval beeomes faehy and 
it therefore eajily rolled up and fafened to the yard by the 
points employed for tbispurpofe, v, 15JJ. 

f^, IS I. Earinge are f mall eords, by n»hieh the upper eor^ 
ners of the principal fails, and alfo the esctremitin of the reefl 
arefaflened to the yard»arms» 

V. 1 6 a. M^ miveem is a Urge faii of an oblottg fgwrey 
extended upon the miKewPufl, 

V, 163. CUie-garnets are employed for the fame purpofit 
mt the main-fail andforefaily as the elue>4ines are upon ali 
other fjuare faib. See the note ow v. 148. 

K. ibid. // is neeejfary in this place to remark, that thi 
fheets, which are univerfally mifiaken by the Engli/h poets, 
and their readers, fot the fails tbemfidves^ etre no other than 

the 
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And fwift, and fatal as the lightning's courfe, 165 
Thro* the torn main-fail burfts with thundering force. 
While the rent oanvas flutter'd in the wind, 
Still on>her flank the (looping bark inclin'd.-^- 
Bear up the helm a-weather ! Rodmond cries; 
Swift, at the word, the helm a-weather fli^s* 17® 
The prow with fecret inftindl veers apace ; 
And now the fore-fail right athwart they braae: 
With equal i3ieet» rcftrain'd, the bellying fail 
Spreads a broad concave to the fwceping gale. 
While o'er the foam the fliip impetuous flics, 1 75 
Th* attentive ttmoneer the helm applies. 
As in purfuit along th* aerial way, 
With ardent eye the falcon marks his prtcy, 
Each motion watches of the doubtful chace, 
Obliquely wheeling thro* the liquid fpace ; z8o 

So,' governed by the ftecrfman*8 glowing hands, 
The regent helm her motion fti 11 commands. 

But now the tranficnt fquall to leeward pad, 
Again (he rallies to the fullen bla(l* 

The 

tis ropes upd to extend the cIucs, w lower corners of the 
Jaih to which they are attached. To the ma'tH'fail and for e» 
fail there is afhcet and tack on each fide ; the latter of^ohicb 
is a thick rtpefpmting to confine the •weather chie of the Jail 
down to the fsip^sftdcy nuhttji the former draivs out the lee 
chCf or lower cdrner, on the oppojm^ftde^ Tacks are only 
vfed in a fide ivind, 

V. 169. The helm isfaidto be a-Vi*€athcr when the bar 
hy nvhich it is managed is turntd to the fide of ibejhip next 
the wind* 

V, 1 76. TimM9cr (from timonier, Fr.) the helwfmun^ 
orjleerfman. 
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The helm to (larboard turns; with wings inclin*d, i8^ 
The iidelong canvas clafps the faithlefs wind. 
The mizcn "draws ; fliefprings aloof dncc mofe, 
While the fore-ftay-fail balances before. . 
The fore-fail brac'd obliquely to the wind. 
They near the -prow th* extended tack-confin'd : 190 
Then on the leeward flicct the feaifien bend; 
And 'haul the bow-line to the bowfpric end. 
To top-fails next they hafte ; the bunt-lines gone, 
The clue-lines thro' their wheeled machinery run : 
On cither fide below the fliccts are mann'd ; 195 
Again the fluttering fails their fkirts expand. 
Oflce more the top-failS) tho* with humbler plume, 
Mountirfg aloft their ancient poft rcfume. 
Again the bow-lines and the yards are brac'd, 
And all th* entangled cords in order plac'd. 2o6 

The fail, by whirlwinds thus fo lately rent, 
In tattcr'd ruins fluttering is unbent. 

With 

V* 185- l^be helm, being turned to flat bear dy or to the 
right Jide of tbejhip^ direct the frow to the lefty or to port\ 
and vice verfa. Henee the btlm behtg put v-Jiar boards 
xvben the fbip is running norfbivardy direct- her proiv to* 
nvards the tvefl. 

V» 1 8 8. Tbisfeul, which is xvitb more propriety called 
the forc'topmt^^^yf ally is a triangular fail that runs upon 
the fore-topmaf'ftay, ever the boitfprit. It is ufed to eom' 
mand the fore part of the fbip ^ and counter-balance the fails 
extended towards the fern. See alfo the lafl note of this 
Canto, 

y. 199. A yard is f aid to be braced when it is about the 
tnafl horizontally y either to the right or left : the ropes em' 
ployed in thisfervice are accordingly called braces. 
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With braiU refiz*d, anolher foon prepared, 
Afcending, fpreads along beneath the yard. 
To each yard-arm the head^ro^e they, extend, 7,0s 
And foon the earings and the roebins bend. 
That taik pcrform'd, they firft the braces Aaek, 
Then to its fUtloa drag th* unwilling tack ; 
And, while the Ice clue-garnet's lowered away. 
Taught aft the flicct they tally and belay. aio 

Notv to the north, fro^i Afric's burning fholrcy 
A troop of porpoifes their courfe explore : 
in curling wreaths they gambol on the tide. 
Now bound aloft, now down the billow glide. 
Their tracks awhile the hoary waves retain, ijj 
That burn in fparkling trails along the main. 
Thcfe flceteft courftrs of the finny race. 
When threat*ning cloudsth' etherial vault deface. 
Their rout to leeward ft ill fagacious form, 
^o fliun the fury of th' approaching Uorm. alo 

Fair 

y, 203. T&& ropes nfed to frtft up a fail ia thtyardcr 
mafi ivbercto it is attacbed^are in a general fenfe ealUd brail i. 

V, 205. 7he head-rope is a cord to xubicb tbe upper pari 
ef ibofail isfe^ued. 

y, ao6. Rope-bands^ pronounced roebins y are fmall eords 
^fedt9f often tbe lupper edge 0/ any fail to Us refpeSiive yard. 

V, 207. Becaufe tbe tee brace conjines the yard fo that 
tbe tack ivill not eome down to its place till the braces are 
(aft loo/e. 

V, 210, TangU implies fiiffylenfe^ or extended fir aight : 
and tally is a phrafe particularly applied to tbe operation ofi 
hauling aft tbe fiteetsy or draiving tbem totvards tbe fiip** 
fiern, T» belay ^ is to f often. 
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Fair Catndia now no more, beneath her lee, 
Protects the vcflel from th' infulting Tea : 
Round her broad arms, impaftient of control, 
Rous'd from their fccret deeps the billows rolL 
Sunk were the bulwarks of the friendly fliore, t2S 
And all the fcene an hoftile afpedl woie. 
The flattering wind, that late with promi$*d aid, 
From Candia's bay th* unwilling ihip betray'd, ^ 
No longer fawns beneath the fair difguife, 
But like a ruffian on his quarry flies. — 430 

Toft on the tide, flie feels the tempeft blow, 
And dreads the vengeance of fo fell a foe t 
As the proud horfe, with coftly trappings gay, 
Exulting prances to the bloody fray. 
Spurning the ground, he glories in his might, 235 
But reels tumultuous in the {hock of fight. 
£ven fo, caparifon'd in gaudy pride. 
The bounding vefTel dances on the tide- 
Fierce and more fierce the fouthern demon blew. 
And more incensed the roaring waters grew. 940 
The (hip no longer can her top-fails fpread ; 
And every hope of fairer ikies is fled. 
Bow-lines and haliards are relax*d again ; 
Clue-lines hauPd down, and fheets let fly amain ; . 
Clued-up each top-fail, and by braces fquar'd j 345 
The feamen climb aloft on either yard. ^>4rf 

They furl'd the fail, and pointed to the wind ^^ 
The yard, by rolling-tackles tiien confinU 


WhUe 
^ a/Umhlagt 

HfidU twffine tbt yatd to the weathr 


r. »48« Tie r§Umg4aekk u an afftmUagt of pulUet^ 
fiUrftbemap^ amd 


frtvttft 
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While o*er the (liip the gallant boatfwain fli«, - 
Like a hoarfc maftiiF thro* ihc ftorm he cries : %JOf 
Prompt to dire^Sl th* unikilful ilill appears ; 
Th* expert he praifes, and the fearful cheers. 
Now fome toftrike tppgaliaiit-yards attend ; 
Some travellers up the weather Lack-ftays fend ; 
At each malt-head the top-ropes others bend. 2iS^ 
The youngcft failors from the yards above ' 
Their parrels, lifts, and braces foon remove : ' " 

Then topt an-end,and to. the travellers tied, 

Charg'd 
Pmtent the former from rubbing og^^^fi ^^' latter^ by t 
fuSiuat'iHg motion of the Jhip in a turbulent fea, ^ 

V» 253. // is ufual to fend doivn the topgallant-yards «il 
the approach of a form, tbey are the ligbeft yards ibm 
are rigged in afhip, 

y, 254. Travellers are fender iron ring^Syencircltng tl^ 
haclflays^ and are ufed to facilitate the boifing or lotverirv 
cf the topgallant'^yardsy by confning them to the bact^ftayt^ 
in their afeent or defcentyfo as to prevent them from fiuingf^ 
ing about, by the agitation of the veffel. 

V. ibidi Bach'flays are long ropes, extending from /4v 
right and left ftde oftbefhip to the topmaf-beads, luhiA 
they are intended tojecurey by counteraifing the effort of tat 

wind upon the fails, 

V» 255. Top'ropes are fbe eords by which the topgailaith 
yards are boijled upfrom.the deck^or lowered again injl^rmy 

jvcather, 

V, 257. The parrelytubicb is ufuaUy a-movedbU-bandty 

rope, is employed to tonfne the yard to its refpeSUve wtafi, 
V, ibid. Lifts are r9pes txtending from the bead •fatty 

maf to the extremities of its particular yard^ tofitpport th^ 

weight of the latter ; to retain it in balance ; or to rmf 

mte yard'arm higher than the oth€r,,wbifb tp aceorim^j 

tailed topping, v, 158. 
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Charged with their failsthey down the back-da^sHide. 

The yards fecure along the booms inclin'd ; 260 

While fome the flying cords aloft confined. — 

Their (ails reduced, and ail the rigging clears 

Awhile the crew relaz< from toils fevere. 

Awhile rheirfpirits, with fatigue opprcft; 

In vain ezpedt th* alternate hour of reft : 265 

9ut with redoubling force the tempcfts blow, 

And watery hills in fell fucceflion flow ; 

A dilinal fhade o*crca(ls the frowning jQcies ; 

7>Iew troubles grow ; new difficulties rife< 

. 40 feafon this from duty to defceod !-^ 270 * 

jUiiamdi OH ifeciy th* eventful hour attendk^ 

His racQ performed, the facred lamp of day 
Now dipt in wcAem clouds his parting ray^ 
His fickening £res, half loft- in ambient hakci : 
Refradt along the duik a crin^on blaze ; 27 s^ 

Till deep immcrg'd the languid orb declines. 
And now to cheerlcfs night the iky refigns ; 
Sad evening's hour, h^w different from the paft ! 
No flaming pomp, no blufhing glories caA.^— 
No ray of friendly Ughr is feen around : slSo 

The moon and Oars in hopelcfs (hade are drown'd. 

The fhip no longer can her courfes bear : 

To 

y. a6o. Tie booms in this place imply any mafis or yards 
lying OH the deck in referve^ to fupply the place of ptbers 
tuhicb tnay^ be carried atuay by dijirefs of lueatber^ IS^c. 

y. %%%, The courfes are generally underfood to bo the 
piainfailf fore-fail^ and mizen^ tvLicb are tbe largefl and 
loivefl fulls on tieir frueral majis : th« term is bcrwevet ' 
fuirutimcs taken in a larger ferfc* 
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To reief the courfes i» the m:kfter*s care : 
^ 'pie fadort fummoa'd aft, a daring band ! 
^'Attend th' enfbldkg braiU at hi» command. a^jT 
But here the doubtful officers dilpote, 
llill (kill and judgment prejudice confute.— 
RoDMOND, whofe genius never foar*d beyond 
The narrow rules of art hi« youth had con*d ; 
Still to the hofttle fury of the wind 299 

Releas'd the fheet, and kept the tack confin*d. 
To long tried pradBce obftinately warm, 
He doubts conviSdon, and relies on form* ' 
But the fage mailer this advice declines : 
With whom A«}0N in opinion joins.— 495- 

The watGhfal feamaa, whofe fagacioue eye 
On fure experience may with truth rely, 
Who, from' the reigning caufe, foretels th^ cSte^^ 
This barbarous pradkice ever will rejedt 
For, fluttering loofc in air, the rigid fail 30a 

Soon flits to ruins in the furious gale. 
And he who fbivcs the tempcfl: to difarm. 
Will never firfl cmbrail the lee yard-arm. 
The mafter faid — obedient to command, 
To raife the tack, the ready failors ftanij. 50^ 

Gradual 

/^. 305, // has been remarked before in note 163,^. 45, 
that the tack is alioays fajiened to ivindtuard j accordingly^ 
as foon as it is cafi loofe^ and the clue-garnet hauled up^ the 
weather clue of the fail immeiiately mounts to the yard ; 
and this operation mujl be carefully performed in a form ^ to 
prevent the fail from fpHtting^ or being torn to pieces by 
fihiering* 
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Gradual it loofens, while tl>* involving clue, 

Swell*d by the wind, aloft unruffling flew. 

The {heet and weather brace they now (land by ;* 

The Ic© cluc-gafnet and the bunt-lines ply. 

Thus all prepared, Let go thejbeet I he cries ; 310 

Impetuous round the ringing wheels it flics ; 

Shivering at firft, till by the Waft impelled, 

High Oi'erihe lee yard-aim the canvas fwell'd ; 

By fpilling-lines embrac'd, with brails confin'd, 

It lies at length unfliaken by the wind. 31J 

The fore-fail then fecur'd with equal care, 

Again to reef the main-fail they repair — 

"While fome high-mounted over-haul the tyci 

Belowthe down-haul-lackle others ply. 

Jeais, lifts, and brails, a fcaman each attends, 3^0 

Along the maft^he willing yard dcfcendb. 

When 

V. 308. // Is necejfury to full in the tueather Irure, 
tchenever the Jbeet is ctsjl off'j to pcjtrvi -the fail from Jhuk" 
ihg wolently 

y, 314. Tbeffilling'lijiesy ivhtcb are only ufed on par* ■ 
ticular occajions^ in tempejluous tveathery are employed to 
dranv together and conjine the belly of the fail^ tvhen it is 
inflated by the loind over the yard, 

^.319. The violence of the ivind forces the yard fo much 
cutnsxard from the ma^ on thefe occajions^ that it cannot eofly 
be loxoeredfo as t» reef the fuil^ "without the application of a . 
tackle to haul it doiun on the mafl. This is afterguards CQn» 
vertad into rolling-tacllc. See note 14^ y p. 4^. 

V, 3^0. fears are the fame tQ the mai»fail, forefuil, ■ 
and mixenj as tbehaliards (note 147, p» 44 J are to all the 
inferior failu The tye is the upper part oftbejears. 
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When lowered fufficieut the^r fccarel^r brace. 
And fix the rolling-tackle in its place ; 
'I'he rccf-Hnc« and their earings now prepared. 
Mounting on pliant flirouds, they man the yard; 315 
Far on th* extremes two able hands appear, 
Ariom there, the hardy boatfwainbere ; 
'That in the van to front the tcmpeft hung ; 
This round the lee yard-arni, ilUomen*d * clung. 
Each earing, to its Aation, firfl; they bend ; 330 

I'he reef-band then along the yard extend ; 
The circling earings, round th* extremes eiitwin*d. 
By outer and by inner turns they bind. 
From hand to hand, the reef-lines, next receiv*d, 335 
Thro* eyeletrholcs and roebin-legs were reev'd. 
The reef in double folds involv*d they lay ; 
Strain the firm cord, and either end belay. 

Hadft 

V, 324. Reef -lines are only ufed to reef the maittjail 
and forefail. They are paffcd in J^iral turn* tbrougb the 
eyelet'boles of the reef and aver the bead of the fm' Is hetnveem 
the rope'band legs, till tbey reach the extremities of the reef 
to ivbich they are frmly' extended^o as to lace the reef cUft 
up to the yard. 

V. 3 25. Shrouds art thick ropes ^Jl fetching from the mafi^ 
heads dotunioards to the outjide of the Jhip^ferving to fup^ 
port the trrajis. *rhey are alfo ufed as a range of r9pe-ia4' 
ders^ by ivbich the feamen afcend or depend^ to perform 
lohatever is neceffary about the fails and rigging. 

f^. 331. The reef 'band it a long piece rf canvas ferotd 
aerofs thefail^ to firengtben tb^ canvas in the place vthtrt 
the eyelet-holes of the reef are formed* ^ 

y^ 333- ^^ o«/«r turns of the earing ferve to eietend 

the fail along the yard ; and the inner turns are employed'H 

^nfine its btadrrope clrfe to itsfurface. Set note »0J , ^- 4& 
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Hadd thou, Anioiri held the leeward poft. 
While on the yard by mountain billows toft, 
Perhaps oblivion o'er Our tragic tale, 340> 

Had then forever d«awn her duiky veiL 
But ruling heaven prolong'd thy vital date. 
Severer ilU to fnffer and relate 1 

For, while their orders thofe aloft attend, 
To furl the main-fail, or on deck defcend, ^5 

A fea, up-furging with tremendous roil, 
To inftant ruin feems to doom the whole. 
O friendu, fecure your hold ! Arion cries :— 
It eometf all-dreadful ftboping from the ikies I 
Uplifted on its horrid edge, fhe feels 3J0 

The ihock, and on her fide half-bury'd reels : 
The fail, half bary*d in the 'whelmipg wave« 
A fearful warning to the feamcn gave : 
"While from its margin, terrible to tell ! 
Three failors with their gallant boatfwakbi fell $SS 
Torn with reMlttf* fury from their hold, 
In vain their ftruggUcg arms the yard inlbld ? 
In vain to g^pple Bying coxtfothey ttf-i 
The cords, alas ! a folid gripe deny ! 
Prone on the midnigbt fBrgr,withpaiidng breath 360 
They cry for aid, and long, cvmtend with death. 
High o*er their heads the rolling billows fweep ; 
And dowB they link in eyctlalting fleep.— 

Bereft 

P^, 346. A fea h fie gaurtl namt ghm b^ faiivrs to a 
fagie tvave, or hillow : btnte 'when a wave lurfit 9Vtr tb§' 
4uk^ the vejfel U/ald u imve ihipped a fea. 
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Bereft of power to help, their comrades fee 
The wretched viiSkims die beneath the lee ; ^6$ 

With fruitlefs forrow their lod flate bemoan ; 
Perhaps a fatal prelude to their own I 

In dark fufpenfc on deck the pilots (land. 
Nor can determine on their next command. 
Tho* ftill they, knew the vcflel's armed fide 370 

Imp.cnetrable to the claf ping tide ; 
Tho* ftili the waters, by no fecret wound, 
A paflage to her deep receiTes found ; 
Surrounding evils y^t they ponder o*erj 
' A ftorm, a dangerous fea, and leeward fliore ! 3 75 
Should they, tho* reef *d, again their fails extend, 
Again in fluttering fragmeuts-thcy may rend ;- 
Or fhould they fUnd, beneath the dreadful ftra^nr 
The down-prell fliip may never rife again ;• 
Too late to weatbtr-now Morea*8 land; 380 

Yet .verging faft to Athens* rocky ftrand.— - 
Thus they lament the ccmfequence fevere> 
Where ptrils unaUay*d by hope appear. 
Long in their miads revolving each cventi 
At laft to fiirl the courses they confent. 385 

That done, to reef the mizen next agree. 
And try beneath it, iidelong in the fca. 

Now 

F". 580. To vfemtber ajhare^ it ie pafs to the tuindtvard . 
•fit, wbieB at this time is prevented by the violence of the 
ftorm. 

y. 387. To tryy is ta lay tbejhip nvitb ber ^de nearly im 
the direSiion of the vcvind andfea^ wtb the bead Jometvhai 
inelined to the wndtuard ; the bdfm being laid dee to re- 
tain 
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Now down the ippiaft the iloping yard declin*d« 
Till by the jei^e sad toppiog^lift Con^nld*. 
I^e head, with doubling canvas feoc*d ground, 39a 
In balance, near the lofty peak they bound. 
The r«ef inwrapt, th* inferted knittles ty'd, 
To hoid the fliorten'd fail again they hy*d. 
The order given, the yard aloft they fway*d ; 
The brails relaxed, th* extended flieet belay*d. '395. 
Tlie helm ks pod forfook, and, laih'd a-lee, 
InclinM the wayward prow to front the fca. 

When facred Orpheus, on the Stygian coaft« 
With notes divine implor*d his confort loft : 
Tho* round him perils grew in fell array; 40O 

And fates and furies flood to bar his way : 
Not more adventurous was th* attempt, to move 
The povvers of hell, with drains of heavenly love, 
Than mine, to bid th* unwilling mufe explore 
The wildernefs of rude mechanic lore. 405 

Such toil th* unwearied Daedalus endur*d, 
When in the^Cretian labyrinth immur*d ; 

Till 

tain her in that pofttion. See a further illuflratUn of this 
in the lafl note of this Canto, 

y. 389. The topping-lift f ivhich tops the up^er end of 
the miKen'-yard i (fee note 257,/. 50.^ tbislin/^, a?ifl the J.:e 
follovfing^ deferibe the operation of reefing and balunc'tng the 
mizen. The reef of this fail w toivarJt the h-ruer cr.dy the 
knittles being fmall fhort lines ufed in the r:. " / >\riTsfor 
this purpofe , (fee note 132, 148./. 44^ -! -' ■ '^^ '•^" 

cortKngly knotted under tbefoot'rope, or loii r ' .*. Vr j^chty-'rl, 

V, 396. Lafiida-lety is fafiened to the Uefde. Sie note 
130- /• 43- 
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Till art her falutjiry help bcftow'd. 

To guide him thro* that intricate abode. 

Thus, long entangled in a thorny way, 410 

That never heard t\tc fwect Pierian lay, 

The mufe^tfarat tun'd ta barbarous founds her Itring, 

Now fpreads like Daedalus a bolder wing ; 

The Terfe begins in foftcr drains to flow, 

Replete with fad variety of woe. 415- 

As yet, amid this elemental war, 
That fcatters defolation from afar, 
Nor toil, nor hazard, nor didrefs appear 
To fiak the feamen with unmanly fear. 
Tho' their firm hearci no pageant-honour boaA, 410 
They fjcorn the wretch that trembles in his poflL 
Who from the face of danger ftrives to turn, 
Indignant from the focial hour they fpurn. 
Tho* now full oft they felt the raging tide. 
In proud rebellion climb the vefTers fide, 415 

No future ills unknown their fouls appal; 
They know no danger, or they fcorn it all ! 
But even the generous fpirits of the brave, 
Subdu'd by toil, a friendly refpite crave : 
A fhort rcpofe alone their thoughts implore, 430 
Their harrafs'd powers by flumber to rcftorc. 

Far other eares the ma(lcr*s mind employ ; 
Approaching perils all his hopes deftroy. 
In vain he fpreads the graduated chart. 
And l>ounds the diftance by the rules of art ; 435 
In vain athwart the mimic feas expands 
The compafTes to circumjacent lands. 

Ungrateful 
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Ungrateful tafk ! for no afylura trac*d 

A paifage open*d from the wat'ry wafte. 

Fate feem*d to guard, with adamantine mound, -440 

The path to every friendly port around. 

While Albert thus, with fecret doubts difmay*d. 

The geometric diftances furveyM, 

On deck the watchful Roomonb cries aloud, 

Secure your. lives — ^grafp every man a {lirou^l ! 445 

Rous*d from his trance he mounts with eyes aghaft ; 

When o*er the fliip, in adulation vaft, 

A giant furge down ruflies from on high, 

And fore and aft diffever'd ruins lie. — 

As when, Britannia's empire to maintain, 450 

Great Hawke defcends in thunder on the main. ; 

Around the brazen voice of battle roars. 

And fatal lightnings bla(l thehoClile {liores ; 

Beneath the florm their fliatter'd navies groan ; 

The trembling Jeeps recoil from zone to zone. 455 

Thus the torn veiTcl felt th' enormous Aroke ; 

The boats beneath the thundering deluge broke : 

Forth-ftarted from their planks the burning rings, 

I'h* extended -cordage all afunder fprings. 

The pilots fair machinery ftrews the deck, .46a 

And cards and needles fwim in floating wreck. 

The baJanc*d mizen, rending to the head. 

In (beaming ruins from the margin fled. 

The fides convuTfive fliook on groaning beams, 

Andj^rcnt with labour, yawn*d the pitchy feams. -46 j 

They found the well, and, terrible to hear ! 

Five Test immers'd along the line appear. 

At 
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At cither pump they ply the clanking brakcj 
And turn by turn th* ungrateful office take. 
RoonoNO, Arion, and Palemon here, 470 

At this fad taik, all diligent appear. 
As fome fair caftle, Qiook. by rude alarms, 
Oppofes long th* approach of boftile arms : 
Grim war around her plan^ hiac black array, 
And death and fortow mark bis horrid way ; 475 
Till in fome deftin'd hour, againil her wall. 
In tenfold rage the fatal thunders fall : 
The ramparts crack ; Che folid bulwarks rend ; 
-And hoftile troops the fliatter'd breach afcend. 
Her valiant inmates (till the foe retard, 4S0 

Relblv*d till death the facred charge to guard. 
So the brave maritiefs their pumps attend, 
And help inceffanc, by rotation lend ; ' 

iBut all in vain*»-for, now the founding cord, 
tJpdrawn, an undimini(h*d depth explored. 4S5 

Nor this fevere diftrefs is found alone ; 
The ribs opprcft by ponderous cannon groan i 
Deep rolling from the Wat'ry volume's height, 
The tortur'd fides fecm bnrfting with their weight* 
So reels Pelorus, with convulfive throes, 490 

When in his veins the burning earthquake glows * 

Hoarfe 

y. 466. Tic %vell is an apartment in ajhip^s boU^fer^t^ 
ing to incline the pump*. It is founded by dropping a meapt 
vred iron rod donvn into it by a long tine. Hence the m- 
treafe or dimintaisn 0/ tie leaJU are eafily difeovered, 

V. 468. rbe braie is tie ievor «r 4andk rf the pum^. 
hf vfiici it is ivrotfgit* 
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Hoarfe thro' hts entrails roars th' infernal flame, 

And central thunders rend his groaning frame : 

Accumulated mifchiefs thus arifc, 

And fate vindicStive all their fkili defies. 495 

One only remedy the feafon gave ; 

To plunge the nerves of battll^tW wave : 

From their high platforms thus th' artillery thrown, 

Eas'd of their load, the timbers lefs fliail groan : 

But arduous is the taik their lot requires ; 500 

A tafk that hovering fate alone infpires ! 

For, while intent the yawning decks to cafe. 

That ever and anon are drench'd with feas, 

Some fatal billow, with recoiling fweep, 

May xvhirl the helplefs wretches in the deep. 505 

No feafon this for counfel or delay • 
Too foon th* eventful moments haftc away ! 
Here perfcvcrance, with each help of art, 
Muft join the bolded efforts of the heart. 
Thefc oaly now their mifery can relieve ; 510 

Thefc only now a dawn of fafety give ! — 
While o'er the quivering deck, from van to rear. 
Broad furges roll in terrible career, 
RoDMONJD, Arion, and a chofen crew, 
This office in the face of death purfue. 515 

The wheel'd artillery o*cr the deck to guide, 
Rod MONO defcending, claim'd the weather>j(idc. 
Fearlefs of heart, the chief his orders gave ; 
Fronting the rude aiTaults of every wave. 
Iiike fomc ftrong watch-tower nodding o'er the deept 
Whofc rocky bafc the foaming waters fweep, 5 at 
F Untamed 
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Untam'd he flood; the ftcrn anal war 
Had mark'd his honeA face with many a fear.— 
Mfianwhile Arion, traverfing the waift, 
Th^ cordage of the Iceward-guns embarc'd, ^2S | 
And pointed crows beneath the metal plac'd. 
Watching the roll, their forelocks they withdrew, 
And from their beds the reeling cannon. threw. 
Then, from the windward battlements unbound, 
RoDMOND'saflbciateswhecrdth* artillery round; 530 
Pointed with iron fangs, their bars beguile 
The ponderous arms acrofs the ftecp defile ; 
Then hiirrd^fbm founding hinges o'er the fide, 
Thundering they plunge into the flafliing tide. 

The fliip, thus eas'd, fome little refpite finds, S3S 
In this rude confli6fc of the feas and winds. 
Such eafe Alcides felt when clogg'd with gore, 
Th* envenom'd mantle from his fide he tore ; 
When, Aung with burning pain, he drove too late, 
To flop the fwift career of cruel fate. 54O 

Yet then his heart one ray of hope. procured. 
Sad harbinger of fcven-fold pangs endar'd ! 
Such, and fo fliort, thepaufe of woe fhc found '.— 
Cimmerian darknefs fliades the deep around, 
Save when the lightnings, gleaming on the fight, 545 
Flafli thro' the gloom a pale difafirous light. 
Above, all ether, fraught with fcenes of woe. 

With 

r". 524. The tvatjiof a Jblp of this kind is an bol/oxo 
fiacft of about fve feet in dfpth^ contained bettveen the ele^ 
-iUitions of the ^uariet'deck andforc'cajlle^ -and having tfye 
juppcT'deck for its bafc, or platform. 
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With grim deflrucStion threatens all below : 
Beneath, the florm-lafli'd furges furious rife, 
And wave uproil'd on wave, aifails the ikies j 550 
With ever floating bulwarks they furround 
The fliip, half fwallow'd in the black profound 1 
With ceafelefft hazard and fatigue oppreft, 
Difmay andanguifK every heart pofleft'; 
For, while with boundlefs' inundation o*er SSS 

The fea-beat (hip th* involving waters roar, 
Difplac'd beneath by her capacious womb, 
They rage, their ancient ftation to refume ; 
By fecrct ambufhes, their force to prove, 
Thro* many a winding channel firft they rove ; 560 
Till, gathering fury, like the fcvcr'd blood, 
Thro* hef dark veins, they roll a rapid flood. 
While unrelenting thus the leaks they found. 
The pumps with ever clanking ftrokes refound. 
Around each leaking valve, by toil fubdu*d, ^6$ 
The tough bull-hide muft ever be renew'd. 
Their finking hearts unufual horrors chill ; 
And down their weary limbs thick dews diflil. 
No ray of light their dying hope redeems ! 
Pregnant with fome new woe each moment teems!57o 

Again the chief th* inftrudtive draught extends, 
And o'er the figur'd plain attentive bends ; 
To him the motion of each orb was known. 
That wheels around the fun's refulgent throne : 
But here, alas ! his fcience nought avails ! 575 . 

Art droops unequal, and experience fails. 
The different travcrfes, fince twilight made, 

He 
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He on the hydrographic circle laid ; 

Then the broad angle of Icc-way expl'or'd, 

As fwept acrofs the graduated chord. 580 

Her place difcover'd by the rules of art, 

Unufual terrors fliook the maftcrV heart ; 

When Falconera*8 rugged ifle he found, 

Within her drift, with (helves and breakers bound ; 

For, if on thofe deftru<aive fhallows toft, 585 

The helplefs bark with all her crew arc loft : 

As fatal ftill appears, that danger o*er. 

The fteep St. George and rocky Gardalor. 

With him the pilots, of their hopelefs ftate^ 

■In mournful confultation now debate. 590 

Not more perplexing doubts het chiefs appal, 

When fome proud city verges to her fall : • 

While ruin glares around, and pale affright 

Convenes her councils in the dead of night — 

No blazon*d trophies o*er their concave fpread, 595 

Nor ftoried pillars rais*d aloof the head ; 

But here the queen of (hade around them threw 

Her dragon-wing, difaftrous to the view ! 

Dire was the fcene, with whirlwind, hail^nd (hower ; 

Black melancholy rul'd the fearful hour ! ^ 600 

Beneath tremendous roird the flafliing tide. 

Where fate on every billow feem*d to ride — 

Inclos'd 

/^. 579. ^be lee"wayy or drift, •urbicb ih ibis place are 
fynonymous termj, u tbe movement by tvbicb a Jbip is driven. 
Jtdeivays at tbe mercy of tbe tuind and fea, ivben Jbe is de^ 
prived of the government of tie fails and belm* 
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Fnclos'd with ills, by peril uafubdu'J, 

Great in diftrcfs, the maftcr-fcaman ftood : 

Skiird to command ; deliberate to advife ; 605 

Expert in a<Sb'on ; and in council wife ; 

Thus to his partners, by tljie crew unheard, 

The ditStates of his foul the chief refcr'd. 

" Ye faithful mates, who all my troubles fliare, 
Approv'd companions of yriur mafter's care ! 610 
To you, alas ! t'lvere fruitlefs now to ttU 
Our fad diflrefs, already known too well ! 
This morn with favoring gales the port we left, ^ 
Tho* now of every flattering hope bereft : 
No ikill,.nor long experience could forccad 615 

Th* unfeen approach of this dtftru<5ltve blaft. 
Thefe feas, where ftorms at various feafons blow, 
No reigning winds nor certain omens know. 
The hour, th' occafion all your flcill demands ; 
A leaky fliip, embay 'd by dangerous lands. 6zo 

Our bark no traniient jeopardy furrounds ; 
Groaning (he lies, beneath unnumber'd wounds. 
'Tia ours the doubtful remedy to find ; 
To fliun the fury of the feas and wind. 
For in this hollow fwell, with labour fore, 625 

Her flank can bear the burfting floods no more ; 
Yet this or other ill flie muft endure ; 
A dire difeafe, and dcfperate is the cure ! 
Thus two expedients ofFer'd to your choice, 
Alone require your council and your voice. 630 
Thefe only in our power are left to try ; 
To pcriflx here, or from the ftorm to fly. 

F z The 
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The doubtful balance in my judgment caft. 

For various reafons I prefer the laft. 

Tis true, the veffel and her coftly freight, 6^s 

To me confign'd, my orders only wait ; 

Yet, fincc the charge of every life is mine, 

To equal votes our counfels I refign ; 

Forbid it heaven, that, in this dreadful hour, 

I claim the dangerous reins of purblind power \ 640 

But fhould we now refolve to bear away, 

Our hopelefs (late can fufFer no delay. 

Nor can we, thus bereft of every fail, 

Attempt to fteer obliquely on the gale. 

Itor then, if broaching iideward to the fea, 645 

Our dropfy'd fliip may founder by the lee : 

No more obedient to the pilot's power, 

Th* o'er whelming wave may foon her frame devour.** 

He faid — ^the liflening mates with fix'd regard, 
And lilent reverence, hijb opinion heard. 650 

Important was the queftion in debate, 
And o'er their councils hung impending fate. 
Rod MONO, in many a fcene of peril try'd, 
Had oft the mader's happier ikill dcfcry'd ; 
Yet now, the hour, the fcene, th' occafion known, 655" 
Perhaps with equal right, prefer'd his own. 
Of long experience in the naval art, 
Blunt was his fpcech, and naked was his heart ; 
Alike to him each climate and each blaA ; > 
The fird in danger, in retreat the lad : 660 

Sagacious ^balancing th' oppos'd events, 
^rom Albert his opinion thus diffents. 

w Too 
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" Too true the perils of the prefent hour, 
Where toils fuccecding toils our {Ireogth o*erpowcr ! 
Yet whither can we turn, what road purfue, 665 
"With death before ftill opening on the view ? 
Our bark 'tis true no flielter here can find, 
Sore fliatter'd by the ruffian feas and wind. 
Yet with what hope of refuge can we flee, 
X)has*d by this tempeft and outrageous fca ? 670 
For while its violence the tempefi keeps, 
Bereft of every fail we roam the deeps.: 
At random driven, to prefent death we hafle^ 
And one fhort hour perhaps may be our laA. 
In vain the gulf of Corinth, on our lee, 675 

Now opens to her ports a paflage free ; 
Since, if before tht blaft the veffcl flies. 
Full in her track uanumber*d dangers rife. 
Here Falconcra fpreads her lurking fnares : 
There diflant Greece her rugged flielves prepares: 680 
Should once her bottom fkrike that rocky ihore, 
The fplitting bark that inflant were no more ; 
Nor flie alone, but with her all the crew, 
Beyond relief, we*re doomed to perifli too. 
Thus if to feud too rafhly we confcnt, 685 

Too late in fatal hour we may repent. 

** Then of our purpofe this appears the fcopci 
To weigh the danger with the doubtful hope. 
Tho* forely bufleted by every fea, 
Qur hull unbroken long may try a-lee. 690 

The crew, tho* harrafs'd long with toils fcverc, 
Still at the pumps perceive no hazards near. 

Shal» 
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Shall we, incautious, then the danger tell, 

At once their courage and their hope to quell ? 

Prudence forbids !— This fouthern temped foon 695 

May change its quarter with the changing moon. 

Its rage, tho* terrible, may foon fubfidc, 

Nor into mountains hfli th* unruly tide. 

Thefe leaks ihall then decreafe ; the fails once more 

Dired): our courfc to fome relieving fliore." 700 

Thus while he fpoke, around from man to man, 
At either pump a hollow murmer ran ; 
For while the veffeljthro* unnumber*d chinks, 
Above, below, th* invading waters drinks, 
Sounding her depth, they ey*d the wetted fcalc, 70J 
And lo ! the leaks o'er all their powers prevail: 
Yet in their poft, by terrors unfubdu*d. 
They with redoubling force their tafk purfu'd. 

And now the fenior pilots feem*d to wait 
Arion*8 voice, to clofe the dark debate. 710 

Tho* many a bitter ftorm, with peril fraught, ^ 
In Neptune's fchool the wandering ftripling taught, C 
Not twice nine fummers yet matur'd his thought. 3 
So oft he bled by fortune's cruel dart, 
It fell at lad innoxious on his heart. 715 

His mind dill diunning care with fecrct hate, 
In patient indolence refign*d to fate. 
But now the horrors that around him roll, 
Thus rou8*d to adlion his rekindling foul. 

•♦ With fix*d attention, pondering in my mind y%o 
The dark didre'lTes on each fide combin*d ; 
While here we linger in the pafs of fate, 

I fee 


THE SHIPWRECK. 69 

I fee no moment left for fad debate. 

For, fome decifion if we wi£h to form, 

Erff yet our veiTel link beneath the ftorm, 725 

Her fhattcr'd ftate, and yon dpfponding crew, 

At once fiiggeft what flicafurcs to purfue. 

The labouring hull already fccms half fill'd, 

With waters thro' an hundred leaks difliird ; 

As'in a dropfy, wallowing with her freight, 730 

Half drown'd flic lies, a dead inadlive weight ! 

Thus, drcnch'd by every wave, her riven deck, 

Stript and defencelefs, floats a naked wreck ; 

Her wounded flanks no longer can fuftain 

Thcfc fell invafions of the burning main* 735 

At every pitch, th' o*erwhelming billows bend, 

Beneath their load, the quivering bowfpritend. 

A fearful warning ! fince the malls on high, 

On that fupport, with trembling hope rely. 

At either pump our feamen pant for breath, 740 

In dark difmay anucipatiog death. 

Still all our powers th' increafing leaks defy : 

We fink at fea, no fliore, no haven nigh. 

One dawn of hope yet breaks athwart the gloom. 

To light and fave us from the wat'ry tomb. 745 

That bids us fhun thfr death impending here ; 

Fly from the flowing blaft, and Ihoreward ftccr. 

" *Tis urg*d indeed, the fury of the gale 
Precludes the help of every guiding fail ; 
And, driven before it on the wat'ry wade, 750 

To rocky fliores and fccnes of death we hafte. 
But haply Falconcra wc may fliun ; 

And 
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And far to Grecian coafts is yet the run : 
Lcfs harrafs'd then, our fcudding fliip may bear 
Th' aflaulting furgc rcpel'd upon her rear. 755 

Even -then the wearied'ftorm as foon fliall die,. 
Or lefs torment the gfoaning^ines on high. 
Should we at laft'be driven by dire decree, 
Too near the fatal margin -of the fea, 
The huti difmafled there awhile may ride, 760" 

Wiih lengthen'd cables, on the raging ride. 
Perhaps fcind heaven, with interpofing power, . 
May curb the tempcft ere that dreadful hour. 
But here ingulf'd, and foundering while we ftay, 
Fate hovers o'er and marks us for her prey." 765 

He faid — Palemon faw, with grief of heart. 
The ftorm prevailing o'er the pilot's art: 
In filcnt terror and diftrefs involv'd, 
He heard their laft' alternative refoi^'d.' 
High beat his bofom ; with fuch fear fubdu'd 770 
Beneath the gloom of fome inchanted wood, 
Gft in old time, the wandering fwain explor'd 
The midnight wizards, breathing rites abhor'd : 
Trembling approach'd their incantations fell. 
And chill'd with horror, hear^he fongs of hell. 775 
Arion faw, with fecret anguifh mov'd, 
The deep affliAion of the friend he lov*d; 
And, all awake to friendfhip's genial heat, 
Hib bofom felt confenting tumults beat. 
Alas ! no feafon this for tender love ; 780 

Far hence the mufic of the myrtle grove ! — 
"With comfort'i Toothing voice, from hope derlv'd, - 

Palsmon's 
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'Palemon's drooping fpirit he reviv'd ; 
For coafolation, oft "with healing art, 
Retunes the jarring numbers of the heart.— y2>S 
Now had the pilots all th* events revolved, 
And on their final refuge thus refolv^d : 
'When, like the faithful fliepherd, who beholds 
Some prowling wolf approach his fleeCy folds ; 
To the brave crew, whom racking doubts perptex,790 
The dreadful purpofe, Albert thus dircdU. 

•* Unhappy partners in a wayward fate ! 
^ho£c; gallant fpirits now are known too latp ; 
Yic ! who unmov'd behold this angry dorm 
With terrors all the rolling deep deform ; 79jf 

Who, patient in advcrlity, ftill bear 
The firmed front when greateft ills are near ! 
The truth, tho* grievous, I muft now reveal, 
That long in vain I piirpos'd to conceal. 
Ingulf *d, all help of arts we vainly try, 8oO 

To weather leeward fliores, alas ! too nigh. 
Our cra^y bark no longer can abide 
The fcas that thunder o'er her batter *d fide : 
And, while the leaks a fatal warning give, 
That in this raging fea flie cannot live, 8ojJ 

One only refuge frorti defpair we find ; 
At once to wear and feud before the wind. 
Perhaps even then to ruin we may fleer ; 
For broken fliores beneath our lee appear; 
But that's remote, and iuflant death is here ; 8io 

Yet 
y. 807. For an explanation of thefe manteuvresy thi 
reader is referred to the lafi note of this Canto, 
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Yet there, by heaven's afliftance, we may gain 
Some creek or inlet of the Grecian main ; 
Or, flielter'd by fomeTock, at anchor ride, 
Till with abating rage, the blaft fubfide. 

*' But if, determin'd by the will of heaven, "Bi^ 
Our helplefs bark at lad afhore is driven, 
Thefe councils follow'd, from the wat*ry grave 
Our floating failors in thefurf may fave. 

" And, firft, let all our axes be fecur'd. 
To cut the ma ft and rigging from aboard. 8ao 

Then to the quarters biad each plank and oar. 
To float between the veflel and the fliore. 
The longeft cordage too muft be convey'd 
On deck, and to the weather rails bclay'd. 
So they, who haply reach alive the land, ^25 

Th* extended lines may faften on the ftrand. - 
Whene'er loud thundering on the leeward fliorc, 
While yet aloof we hear the breakers roar. 
Thus for the terrible event prepar'd, 
Brace fore and aft to ftarboard every yard. ^30 
So fliall our maft fwim lighter on the wa-vc. 
And from tlie broken rocks- our Teamen fave. 
Then weftward turn the flem, that every maft 
May flioreward fall, when from the vcfl"cl caft. — 
When o*er her fide once more the billows bound, 835 
Afcend the rigging till Hie ftrikes the ground : 
And when you hear aloft th* alarming iliock 
That ftrikes her bottom on fome pointed rock. 
The boldcft of our failors rauft defcend ^ 

The dangerous buiiaefs of the deck to tend : 840 

Then 
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then Mch fccur*d by fomc convenient cord, 

Should cut the (hrouds and rigging from rhe board. 

Let the broad ales next aflail each maft \ 

And booms and oars and rafts to leeward caft. 

Thus.whtlethe cordage ftreteh*dafiiore mayeuide84j 

Our brave companions thro* the fwelltng tide, 

This floating lumber fhall fnftain them o*er 

The roc)Ly iliclves in fafety to the fhore. 

But as your firmeft fuccour, till the laft,. 

O cling fecurely on each faithful maft 1 85O 

Tbo* great the danger^ and the taik fcvet^, 

Yet bow not tb the tyranny of fear ! 

If ouce that flavi(h yoke your fpitits quell, 

Adieu to hope ! to life itfelf farewel I 

<* I know, among you fome full oft have view*d, 855 
With murdering weapons arm*d, a lawlefs bfood, 
On England's vile inhuman iliore who (bmd, 
Tbe foul reproach and fcandal of our land 1 
To rob the wanderers wreck*d opon the ftraod. 
Thefe, while their lavage office they purftie, 96^ 
Oft wound to death the helpiefe plunder'd crew, 
Who, 'fcap'd from every horror of the main, 
Implor*d their mercy, but ittplor^d in vain. 
But dread not this !— 4 crime to Oreece unknown ! 
Suck blood-hounds all her circling (hores difewn; S65 
Her fons, by iMrbarons tyranny oppreft. 
Can (hare aflidtion with the wretch diftktft : 
Their hearts, by cruel fate inor'd to grief. 
Oft to the friendiefs ftraoger yield relief.** 

O With 
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With confcious horror ftruck.the naval band, 87O 
Dctcfted for a while their native land. 
They curs*d the fleeping vengeance of the la\v8, 
That thus forgot her guardian failors' caufe. 
Mean ^h'tlc the maftcr*s voice again they heard, 
Whom, as with fiHal duty, all rever'd. ^7^ 

" No more remains — ^but now a trufty band 
Muft ever at the pump induftrious (land ; 
And while with us the reft attend to wear, 
Two fkilful fcamcn to the helm repair ! — 
O fourcc of life ! our refuge and our ftay ! TOo 

Whofe voice the warring elements obey ; 
On thy fupreme affiftancc we rely : 
Thy mercy fupplicate if doom*d to die ! 
Perhaps this ftorm is fent, with healing breati. 
From neighboring (lioresto fcourge difeafe and deatlh! 
'Tis ours on thine unerring laws to truft : 886 

With thee, great Lord I * ^hatevef is, is juft.' " • 

He faid — ^and with confenting reverence fraught^ 
The failors jotn'd his prayer in filent thought. 
His intclIcAual eye, ferenely bright ! 2g6 

Saw diftant ob]e<Sb with prophetic light* 
Thus in a land, that lafting wars opprefs, 
That groans beneath misfortune and diftrefs ; 
Whofe wealth to conquering amies falls a prey ; 
Her bulwarks (inking, as her troops decay ; 895 
Some bold fagacious ftatefinan, from the helm, 
Sees dcfolation gathering o*er his realm : 
He darts around his penctra<SUng eyes, 
.Where dangcr*s grow, and hoftilc ujuons rife ; 

Witk 
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With deep attention marks th' iDvading foe ; 900 
Eludes their wile», and frudrates every blow : 
Tries his lafl art the tottering ftate to fave ; 
Or ID its ruins finds a glorious grave. 

Still in the yawning trough the veiTel reels, 
Ingulf d beneath two flu(Shiating hills : 905 

On either llde they rife ; tremendous fcene ! 
A long dark melancholy vale between. 

The 

V. 907. Thai the reader^ w£c is unacquainted wtb the 
muutttuvres of navigations may conceive a clearer idea of a 
fiip*sflate tvben trying ; and of the change of her fttuation 
.to that o/*fcudding, I have quoted a fart of the explana- 
tioH of tbofe articles as they appear in the Dldtionary of 
the Marine. . 

•* Trying is the fttuation in rvhich a fhip lies nearly in. 
the trough or hollotu of the fea in a tempefy particularly 
%uien it hloios contrary to her cour/e, 

•* In trying as tvell as in fcudding^ the fails are altvays 
reduced in proportion to the increafe of the form ; and in 
atberjiate^ if the fttm is excefjive^ foe may have all her 
fails furUdi or be, according to tbejea pbrcfe^ under bare 
jK>le8. 

" Ibe intent offpreading a fail at this time is to keep 
the Jbip mere feady^ and to prevent her from rolling «/•- 
hntlyt by prejjing her ftde do^vn in the mooter ; and alfo to 
turn her head tvtoards the fource of the •wind, fo that the 
ftook of the feas may fill more obliquely on ber fank, than 
wt/benfte lies along the trough of the fea ^ or in the interval 
bettveen two waves. While Jbe lies in this fttuation, the 
helm is faflened clofe to the lee ftde, to prevent her as much 
as pojftble from falling to leenvard. ^ut as theftip is not 
then kept in equilibrio by the operation of her fails, which at 
other times counterbalance each other at the bead and fern, 
Jbe it moved by afow, but continual vibration, which turn* 

her 
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The balanc'd ihip, now forward, now behind, 
Still felt th' impreflion of the wares and wind. 
And to the right and left by turns inclined; 9x0 J 
But Albert from behind the bahinee drew, 
And on the prow its double iofiueace threw.—- 
The order now was ghren to bear away ; 
The order giTen, the timoneers obey. 
High o*cr the bowl)[)rit ftretch'dthe tortur'd £m), 91 jT 
As on the rack, diftends beneath the gale. 

Bttt 

her head fJtertKtfeHjf to tvifi4tvard and to he^ar4\firimit^ 
au angU of 30 or 40 decreet in the interval* That part 
%^erefiefii)^s in approaching the dire^ion ojf the "madt it 
tailed her coming-to ; and tbe contrary excejs afth^ 01^ 
to leeward « <»lkd her faUing-off. 

" Veering or we^ri/tg, «. 641,8^7, 04 nfid w th€pr^* 
eat fenfey may he defined^ th» mmm^ hy, which a JUp 
tban^e^ her fiate from tryiqg ta th^^ •/"Ccudding, or, of 
mnadtug h^re. the dire&iom ^tht imnd 9mifi4. 

^ It is em axiom in natural phih/ophy, th^i every had^ 
voill perjivtre in ajiaie of refi^ or of moving uniform^ in a( 
right liney unlefs it he compelled to change its fate hy for^o^ 
imprejfed : and thai the change ofm^ion is psreporiional to 
the moving force impreffed^ and made aficording to $ho righi 
line in which that force a^e, 

** Hence, it is oafy to ^ncHve how a f>ip is eompeUed H 
turn into any dire£iion hy the force of the wind, a&ing up9ik 
any part of her length in lines parallel to the plane of tha 
horizon* Thus in the a€l of veerings tohieh is a neceffary 
tonfe^nenee of this invariahle principle ^ the ohJeS ofthefea^ 
men is to reduce the a&ion of the tuind on thejbip*s hind part, 
and to receive its utmofi exertion on her fore party fo that 
the latter may he pvfied to leetjoard, This effe^ is either 
produced hy theoporation of the Jails, or hy the imprejion of 

the 
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But fcarce the yicltling prow its impulfe knew, 

When in a thoufand flitting flireds it fltw I — 

Yet Alb£RT new refources ftill prepares, 

And, bridling grief, redoubles ail his cares. 920 

Away there,'lower the mizea-yard on deck ! 

He calls, and brace the forc-maft yards ab^ck I 

His great example every bofom fires ; 

New life rekindles, and neur hope iofpires. 

While to the helm unfaithful Ci'di flie lies, 925 

One defperate remedy at laft he tries — 

HafVe, with your weapons cut the flirouds and d^y \ 

And hew at once the mizcn-maft awav ! 

He 

the loind on tie m:ijls and yards. In the former cafi the 
fails on the hind part ofthefhip are eltier ftn led or arrang- 
ed nearly parallel to the direBion of the lu'ind, 'which then 
glides ineff^&ually along their furf aces ; at the fame time the 
for emafl fails arefpread abroad^ fo as to receive the great rjl 
exertion of the ivind^ «; 916. The fore part accordingly 
yields to this impulfe j and is put in motion ^ and this motion 
necejjarily confpiring 'with that of the ivind^ pufhes the fhip 
about as much as is reqaifite to produce the defired effeSi. 

•* But tvhen the tempefi is fo 'violent as to preclude the tfe 
vf fills t the ejfort of the ivind operates almofl equally on the 
eppoftte ends of thefhip, hecaufe the majls and yards fituatei 
near the head and fern ferve to counterbalance each *iher^ in 
receiving its imprej/ion. The effe8 of the helm is alfo cout 
fiderably diminifhedy becaufe the head-ioay^ ivhich gives life 
and 'vigour t<f all its operations j fs at this time feeble and in-' 
e£'eSluaU Hence it becomes neceffary to defroy this equilib" 
rium, ivhich fuhffls betiveen the majis and yards before and 
behindf and to throzv the balance forivxrd to prepare for 
veering. If this cannot be eff'eSiedby the arrangement of the 
yards en tht mafls^ arid it becomes ahf.utdy neceffary U veer 
O % in 
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He fald«— th*'attentiyt fatlors on each fide. 
At his command the trembling cords divide. 930 
Faft by the fated pine, bold Ron mono ftandt ; 
Th* impatient ax hung gleaming in his hands ; 
BrandiOi'xl on high, it fell with dreadful found ; 
The tall Qiaft groaning, felt the deadly wound. — 934 
Deep ga£h*d with fores, the tottering ftru£kure rings § 
And crafhing, thundering, o'er the quarter fwings. 
Thus when fome limb, convulsed with pangs of death. 
Imbibes the gangrene's peftilential breath ; 

Th* 


Iff order tofave the fiip from defiru&ion^ «> 927> ihe% 
tnafi mufi be cut away, and even the main'majiy i/Jhe, Jiill 
remains incapable of anpwering the helm by turning her 
prtnv to Jeevjard, 

** Scudding is thai movement in navigation hy ivBicB afin^ 
is carried precipitately before a tempefi^ v. 645, 807, tsfc. 

** As ajbip files ivitb amazing rapidity tbrovgb the %ua^ 
ter^ -whenever this estpedient is put in pra&ice, it is never 
attempted in a contrary ivindf unlefs vjhen her condition 
renders her incapable of fufiaining the mutucU ^jffoft of the 
toind astd tvaves any longer «« her ftde^ %vithout being tfj«« 
pofed to the mofi imminent danger^ 

" AJbip either feuds tvith a fail extended on her fore^ 
mafiy or, ifthefiorm is exceffive, without anyfail, xvhich i/t 
tbefea pbrafe is called fiudding under bare polcs. 

•' *Tbe principal hazards incident to fcudcUng are, gener» 
alfyi afeafrikiag the Jbip*s fern ; ih^ Sffieulty offieering^ 
•which perpetually expofes her to the danger of broaching* 
to ; and <Ar -want of fufficient fea^^room* A fea %ohieh 
firiies the fern violently may Jhatter it to pieces, by vtbicb 
tbefhip muji inevitably founder. By broaching-tofuddenlyy 
Jbe is threatened with loofing uUher mafis and fails , or being 
immeiiately overturned: and for tvant of fea-room fiie tj 
expofcd la lAr dangtrs of beisig WTitM on a leefhort** 
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Th' ezperienc'd artift from the blood betrays 
The latent venom, or its courfe delays : 94O 

But if th' infc<5Hon triumphs o'er his art. 
Tainting the vital dream that warms the heart, 
Refolv'd at laft, he quits th* unequal hrife, 
ScTcrs t|ie.i»cinher» smd preTervcA the life. 


ARGUMENT 


ARGUMENT or the THIRD CANTO. 
The deftgn and influence of poetry — Applied to tbefubjea — 
Wreck of the mixen-maft cleared aiuay — Ship veers before 
the tvind — Her violent agit/ition — Different ftations of 
the officers — Appearance of the ijland of Falconera — 
Mxcutfon to ib^ adjacent nations of Grcccc, renoxoneet 
in antiquity — ^Athens — Socrat es — ^Plato — ^Aris- 
TIDE8 — Solon — Corinth — Sparta — ^Leonxdas — 
Jnvafion of Xerxes — ^Lycurgus — Epaminomoas 
"^Modern appearance — ^Arcadia— //j/or»»*r bappinifs 
and fertility — Pr^ent diflrefs^ tbe effea ofjlavery — ^Ith- 
aca — ULY8SE5 ««</ Penelope — ^Argos and Mycenae 
— AGAMEMNON-»-Macroni(i — Lemnos — Vulcan 
«/}</ Venus — ^Delos-— Apollo and Diana— Troy— 
Seftos — Leandee and H£RO~*DeipIu>s — TempU of 
Apollo — ParnaiTus — Tbe Muses — The fybje£i r*- 
fumed-^Sparkling of tbefea — Prodigious tempef^ acctm^ 
pcmied-^witb rain, bail, and meteors'-^Darknefs, ligbtming 
and tbunder— Approach of day-^Difcovery of land"^ 
Tbefiip ingrecU danger pajfes the ijland of St, GcorgC 
— TVdm ber broadjide to the faore^—Her he^vfprit, forg* 
maf, and main-topmajl^ cofried anvay^-^Sbe frUu a 
tntk—^fliU qfiMder-'^Fate of tbe crew* 


Tb€ Scene ftrctches from that part of the Archipe- 
lago, which lies ten miles to the northward of 
Falconera, to Cape Colona, in Attica. — ^The Tims 
is about feven hour&, being from one till eight in 
the morning. 


THE 

SHIPWRECK. 

C A N*T O IIL 

W HEN in a barbarous age, with blood dcfil*a» 
The human favage roam*d the gloomy wild ; 
When futlen ignorance her flag difplay'd. 
And Rapine and Revenge her voice obcy*d ; 
Seat from the Ihores of light the Muses came, j^ 
The dark and IbHtary race ta tame. 
Twas their*8 tlie lawlcfs paffions to control, 
And melt in tender fympathy the foul. : 
The heart ft'om ^ice and error to reclaim. 
And breathe in human breads celeflial flame. ZO 
The kindUng fpiiit caught th* empyreal ray. 
And glow*d congenial with the (Welling lay. 
B.ou8*d from the chaos of prime'^al night, 
At once fair Truth and Reafon l^rung to light- 
When great Maeonides, in rapid fong, X^ 
The thundering tide of battle rolls along, 
Each ravi£h'd bofom feels the high alarms, 
And all the burning pulfes beat to arms. 
From earth upborne, on Pegafean wings, 
Far thro* the boundlefs realms of tho't he fprings ; zo 

While 
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"While diftant poets, trembling as they view 
His funward flight, the dazzling track purfiie. 
But when his ftrings, with mournful magic, tell 
What dire diftrefs LAERris* fon befcl, 
The drains, meandering thro' the maze of woe, %s 
Bid facred fympathy the heart o'erflow. 
Thus, in old time, the Muses' heavenly breath 
AVith vital force diflblv'd the chains of death : 
Each bard in epic lays began to fing, 
Taught by the mafter of the vocal ftring.— 30 

'Tis mine, alas I thro* dangerous fcenes to ftray, 
Far from the light of his unerring ray * 
While, all unus'd the wayward path to tread, 
. Darkling I wander with prophetic dread. 
To me in vain the bold Ma eon i an lyre 35 

Awakes the numbers, fraught with living fire !— 
Full oft, indeed, that mournful harp of yore 
Wept the fad wanderer \o(k upon the fliore ; 
But o'er that fcene th' impatient numbers ran, 
Subfervient only to a nobler plan. 40 

Tis mine, the unravel'd profpe<5l to difplay, 
And chain th* events in regular array. 
Tho' hard the taik, to iing in varied drains, 
While all unchang'd the tragic theme remains ! 
Thrice happy ! might the fecrct powers of art 45 
Unlock the latent windings of the heart ! 
Might the fad numbers draw compaflion*s tear 
For kindred miferics, oft beheld too near : 
For kindred wretches, oft in ruin cafl, 
On Albion's ftraad, beneath the wiiUry b]a(l : 50 

For 
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For all the pangs, the complicated woe, 
Her braved fon», her faithful failors know ! 
So pity, gufliing o'er each BritiHi brcaft, 
Might fympathife with Britain's fons diftreft : 
For this, my theme thro' mazes I purfue,* 55 

Which nor^MAEONiDEs nor Maro kncw^ 
Awhile the maft, in ruins drag'd behind, 
Balanc'd the impreifion of the helm and wind : 
The 'vtrounded ferpent, agonic 'd with pain, 
Thus trails his mangled volume on the plain. 60 
But now the wreck, diflever'd from the rear, 
The long relu(5kant prow began to veer ; 
And while around before the wind it falls, 
Square all the yards ! the attentive mailer ealls-— 
You tiraoneers, her motion dill attend ! 65 

yor on your fteerage all our lives depend. 
So, fteady ! meet her, watch the blafl behind. 
And fteer her right before the feas and wind ! 
Starboard again ! the watchful pilot cries ; 
Starboard, th' obedient timoneer replies. 70 

Then to the left the ruling helta returns ; 
The wheel revolves ; the ringing axle burns ! 
The fliip no longer, foundering by the lee, 
Bears on her fide th' invafions of the fea : 

All 

V, 64. ^Tofquare the yards, in tbu phce is meant U ar- 
range them dire&ly athwart tbejbifs length, 

F. 67. Steatfy, is the order to Jieer the Jbip according to 
fbe line On nvbicbjhe advances at that injlant^ without devi' 
' aiing to the right or left thereof, 

V^Ti^ In all large fbips the helm is managed iy a wheel. 
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AU lonely o*er the defart waftc flic flies, 73 

ScourgM on by ftirges, ftofm and burfting fkies. 

As when the maftcrs of the lance stlTail, 

In Hy^rborean fcas, the flumbefin^ ^^halc '; 

Soon as the javelins pierce his fcaly hide, 

"With anguiHi ftung,he cleaves the downward tide ; 80 

In vain he flies ! no friendly refpi€e found ; 

HisKfe-blood gufjics thro* th* inflaming wound. 

The wounded bark, thus fmarting with her pain. 
Scuds from purfuing \vaves along the main ; . 
While, da{h*d ttpart by htrr dividing prow, 85 

Like burning adaiTiant the waters glow. 
Her joints forget their firm elaftic tone j 
Her long keel ti embl«B, and her timbers gfdalL 
Upheaved behind her, in treiYiendnus -height, 
The billows frown, with fearful radiance bright ! 96 
Now (hivering, o*er the topmoft wave flie rides. 
While, deep be&eath, th* enormous gulf divMto. 
Now launchifig headlong down the horrid vale. 
She hears no more the roaring of the gale ; 
Till up the dreedfiil height again (he fiies, 95 

Trembling beneath the current ef the ikies. 
As that rebdUdus angel who, from hediven, 
To regions oT eternal ptan was driven ; 
When dreadlefs he forfook the Stygian (hore. 
The diftaat reahos of £den to explore ; xoo 

Here, on fulphureoiis ckivds fublime upheav*d, 
With daring wing th* inferniil air he cleav'd ; 
There, in fome hideous gulf defcending prone, 
Far in the raylela void of night was thrown. 

EveB 
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Even fo (be fcalei the briny mountain*8 height, loj 
Then down the blade abyfs precipitates her flight. 
The mads, around whofe tops the whirlwinds iing, 
With long vibration rotind heir axle fwing. 
To guide the ^ayWard coorfe amid thje gloom, 
The watchful pilots different pofts afiume. xzo 

Albkkt and Rosmond, ftation*d on the reai*, 
With warning voice dircdl each timoneer. 
High on the prow the guard Arion keeps, 
To fliun the cruifers wandering o*cr the deeps : 
Where'er he moves Paiimom ftill attends, X15 

As if on him his only hope depends : 
While RoDMOND, fearful of fomc neighboring fliore, 
Crics^ ever and anon, Look out afore ! — 
Four hours thus f<fudding on the tide (he flew. 
When Falconera's rocky height they' view, xao 

High o'er its fummit, thro* the gloom of night, 
The glimmering watch-tOwer cafl a mournful Hght. 
In dire amazement rivetted they ftand. 
And hear the breakers lafh the rugged ftrand : 
But foon beyond this fliOre the vefl!el flies, ' 125 
Swift as the rapid eagle cleaves the flcies. 
So from the fangs of her infatiate foe, 
0*er the broad champaign feuds the trembling roe.^— 
That danger paft, reflcdU a feeble joy ; 
But foon returning fears their hope dcftroy. 130 
Thus, inth' Atlantic, oft the failor eye*. 
While melting in the reign bf foftcr ikies. 
Some alp ef ice, from polar regions blown, 
Hail the glad iafluenee of a winner asone : 

H Itt 
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Its frozen cliffs attcmper'd gaits fupply ; rj5 

In cooling ftream the aerial billows fly : 
AAvhile dcHvcr'd from the fcorcbJng heat. 
In gentler tidea the fcverifli pulfes beat. 

So, when. the trembling vcflel pafs'd this iflc, 
Siurh vifionary joys the crew beguile : 140 

Th' illufivc meteors of a lifclefs fire ! 
Too foon they kindle, and ^00 foon expire ! 

Say, Memory ! thou, from Avhofe unerring tongue 
InftrucSlivc flows the animated fong ! 
What regions now the flying fliip furround ? x 45 
Regions of old, thro' all the world renown'd ; 
That, once the poet's theme, the mufcs boaft ; 
Now lie in ruins ; in oblivion loft ! 
Did they, whofe fad diftrefs thcfe lays, deplore, 
Unflcill'd in Grecian or in Roman lore, i jo \ 

Unconfcious pafs each famous circling fhore ? 

They did ; for blaftcd in the barren fliade. 
Here, all too foon, the buds of ieiencefade: 
Sad ocean's genius, in untimely hour. 
Withers the bloom of every fpringing flower. 155 
Here fancy droops^ while fullen cloud and ftorm 
The generous climate of the foul deform. 
Then if, among the wandering naval train. 
One ftripling, exiPcl-from th' Aohian plain, 
Had e'er, entranc'd in fancy's foothing dream, x6o 
Approach'd to tafte the fweet Caftalian ftream, 
(Since thofe. falttbrious ftreams, with power divine 
To purer fenfe th' attemper'd foul refine.) 
His heart, with Jiberal commerce bcre.nnblefty 

Alien 
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Alien to joy ! fiaccrcr grief pofTeft. 165 

Yet on the youthful mind, th' tmpreillon caft, 

Of ancient glory, (hall forever iaft. 

There aU'unquench'd by cruel fortune's ire, 

It glows with inextingui(hable £re. 

Immortal Athens firft, in ruin fpread-, 270 

Contiguous lies at port Liono*s head. 
Great fource of fcicnce ! whofe immortal name 
Stands foremoft in the glorious roll of fame ; 
Here godlike Socrates and Plato ihone. 
And, firm to truth> eternal hon,or won^ 175 

The firft in Virtue's cauic his life re(ign*d, 
By Heay'n pronounc*d the wifeft of mankind : 
The Iaft foretold the fpark of vital fire, 
The foul's fine eflence, never could expire. 
Here Solon dwelt, the philofophic fage, zSo 

That fled Pisistkatvs' vindi(^ve rage. 
Juft Aristides here maintain'd the caufe, 
Whofe facred precepts iliine thro' Solon's laws. 
Of all her towering ftru6lures, now^ alone 
Some fcatter'd columns (land, with weeds o'crgrown. 
The wandering.ftranger, near the port, defcries x86 
' A milk-white lion of ftupendous iize ; 
Unknown the fculptor ^ marble is the frame ; 
And hence th' adjacent haven drew its name. 

Next in the gulf of Engia, Corinth lies, 1^0 

Whofe gorgeous fabrics fecm'd to ftrike the ikies. 
Whom, tho' by tyrant-vi^aors oft fubdu'd, 
Greece, Egypt, Rome, with awful wonder vicw'd. 
Her name for Pallas' heavenly art rcnown'd. 

Spread, 
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spread, like the foliage which her pillars crowa^lL l^S 
But Jibw, in fatal defolation laid, 
Oblivion o'er it draws a difmal fliade. 

Then farther weftward on Morea's land. 
Fair Militra ! thy modern turrets ftand. 
Ah ! who, unmoy'd with fccret woe, can tell aoo 
That here |^cat Lacedsemon*8 glofy fell } 
Here once ihe ilouri(hed, at whofe trumpet's found. 
War burft his chains, and nation^ fliook around. 
Here brave JLtoNiDAs, from fliore to fbore, ' 
Thro' all Acbaia bade her thunders roar : 105 

He, when imperial Xeries, from afar. 
Advanced with Perfia's fumlefs troops to war. 
Till Macedonia fhrunk beneath his f]^ar. 
And Greece difmay'd beheld the chief draw near : 
He, at Th^rmophylac's immortal plain, 2 id 

His force repel'd with Sparta's glorious train. 
Tall Oeta faw the tyrant's conquer'd bands, 
In ^ping millions, bleed on hoftile lands. 
Thus vanquifli'd Ada trembling heard thy name. 
And Thebes and Athens ficken'd at thy fame ! ax; 
Thy ftatc,fupportcd by Lycurgus* laws. 
Drew, like thine arms, fupcrlative applaufe. 
Even great E^aminondas drove in vain. 
To curb that fpirit with a Theban chain. 
But ah ! how low her free-born fpirit now ! aao 
Her abjedk fons to haughty tyrants bow ; 
A falfe, degenerate, fuperftitious race, 
Infeft thy region and thy name difgracc I 

Not 
f7« I94« Arehiteffure* 
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Not diftant far, Arcadia's blefl domains 
Pcloponnefus* circling fliorc contains. 225 

Thrice happy foil ! where, ftill fcrcncly gay, 
Indulgent Flora breath*d perpetual May. 
Where buxom Cerjes taught th' obfequious field, 
Rich without art, fpontaneous gifts to yield. 
Then with fome rural nymph fuprcmely bleft, 230 
"While tranfport glow*d in each enamor'd brcaft ; 
Each faithful fliepherd told his tender pain, 
And fung of Sylvan fports in artlefs ftrain. 
Now, fad reverie ! opprcffionV iron hand 
fnflaves her natives, and defpoila the land. Tt^s 

In lawlefs rapine bred, a (anguine train 
With midnight ravage fcour th* uncultur'd plain.- 

Weftward of thcfe, beyond the ifthmus lies 
The long«koft iile of Ithacus thewifc ; 
Where fair Penelope her abfent lord, 243 

Full twice ten years, with faithful love deplor'd. 
Tho* many a princely heart her beauty won, 
Sh^, guarded only by a ftfipling fon, 
Each bold attempt of fui tor-kings repeF-d, 
And, undcfird, the nuptial contra(5t held. 245 

With various arts to win her love they toil'd. 
But all their wiles by virtuous fraud fhe foil'd. 
True to her vows, and rcfolutcly chafte. 
The beauteous princefs- triumph*d at the laA. 
- Argos, in Greece forgotten and unknown, 230 
Still fcems her cruel fortune to bemoan. 
Argos, whofe monarch led the Grecian hofts, 
Far o'er th* JEgean main, to Pardan coafts. 

- H » Unhappy 
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Unhappy prince ! who, on a hoftile fliore, 

Toil, peril, angutdi, ten long winters Ijore. 455 

And when to native realms rellor'd at laft, 

To reap the harvcft of thy labours part ; 

A perjur*d friend, alas ! and faithlefs wife, 

There facrificM to impious luft thy life ! — 

Faft by Arcadia ftretch theft defart plains; ftdo 

And o'er the land a gloomy tyrant reigns. 

Next the fair ifle of Helena is feen. 
Where adverfe winds detained the Spartan queen 5 
For Avhom in arms combined the Greciati hoft, 
"With vengeance fir*d, invaded Phrygia*s coaft ; t6s 
For whom fo long they lalrourM to deftroy 
The facrcd turrets of impcrial'troy. 
Here, driven by Juno's rage, the haplefs datne. 
Forlorn of heart, from ruin'd Ilion came. 
The port, an image bears of Parian ftone, a7o 

Of ancient fabric, but of date unknown. 

Due eafi from this appears the immortal ihore 
That facred Pho£bus and Diana bore. 
Delos,' thro* all the JEgeaii feas rdtoo^'d ! 
•(Whofe coafl the rocky Cyclades furround) 'ay^ 
By PiioEBus honourM, and by Greece rever'd 5 
Her hallowM groves even diftant Perfia fear*d. 
But now, a filent unfrequented land t 
No human footflep marks the tracklefs fdnd. 

Thence to the north, by Afia's wcftcrn bound, aSo 
Fair Lemnos Hands, with, riling marble crown'd. 

Where, 

^. %6z> Nov) knovfti by th nanu of JB^aeronlJi* 
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Whew, in her rage, avexigipg Juno hurVd 

Ill-fated Vulcan, from the ctheriai world« 

There his eternal anvils firft he rear'd ; 

Then, forg'd by Cyclopean art, appear'd %Zs 

Thunders, that fliook the flcies with dire alarms, 

And, formed by fkill divine, Vulcanian arms. 

There, with this crippled wretch, the foul difgracCi 

And living fcandal of th' empyreal race, 

The beauteous queen of Love in wedlock dwelt : 296 

In fires profane, can heavenly bofoms melt ? 

Eaftward of this appears the Dardan ihore, •■ 
That once th* imperial towers of Ilium bore. 
lUufh-ious Troy ! renown'd in every cfime. 
Thro* the long annals of unfolding time !' 4^5 

How oft, thy royal bulwarlcs to defend, 
Thou faw^ thy tutelar god's in vain defcesd 1 
Tho* chiefs unnumbcr'd in her caufc were flain, 
Thb* nations perifh'd on her bloody plain ; 
That refuge of perfidious Helen's ihame job 

Was doom*d at length to fink in Grceian §ame t 
And now,byTime's deep plougfa-ihare barrow'd oVr, 
The feat of (acred Troy is found no more. 
No trace of all her glories now remaifls ; * 

But com and vines enrich her cnltttr'd plaiat. $^ 
Silver Scamander laws the v«rdaM flkore s 
Scamander oft o*erflow*d with hoftile gore ! 

Not far ranov*d from Ilion's famous kmdy 
In counter-view appesff s the Thracian ftrand ; 
Where beattteous Hero, from the turret's heij^t, 3f 
Difplay'd her crefivt catch revolvtsg iri^t, 

Who*" 
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Whofc gleam dirciflcd lov'd Lcander o'er '' 

The rolling Hcllefpont, to Afia's £liore ; 

Till, in a fated hour, on Thracia*8 coafty 

She faw her lover's lifelcfs body toft. 315 

Then- felt her bofooi agony fevcre ;- 

Her eyes fad gazing pour*d th* incefl*ant tear : 

OVrwheim*d with anguifli, fiantic with defpair. 

She beat her beauteous breaft and tore her hair — 

On dear I>eander*s name in vain fiie cry*d ; 349 

Then headlong plungM into the parting tide. 

The parting tide reccivM the lovely weight. 

And proudly ilow*d, exulting in its freight ! 

Far weft of Thrace, beyond the ^gean main, 
Remote frpm^oeean, lies the Delphic plain. 315 

The facred oracle of PaoEBUt there, 
High- oVr the mount arofe, divinely fair ! 
Achaian marble form*d the gorgeous pile : 
Auguft the'fabric ! elegant its ftile ! 
On brazen hinges turn*d the iilver doors ; 330 

And chequer'd marble pav*d the pollihM floors ; 
The roofs where ftory*d tablatures appear'd. 
On columns of Corinthian mould were rear'd : 
Of ihining porphyry the fhafts were fram*d, 
And round the hollow dome bright jewels flam'd. 335 
Apollo's fuppliant priefts, a blamelefs train ! 
Fram'd their oblations on the holy fane : 
To front the fun's declining ray 'twas plac'd ; 
With golden harps and living laurels grac'd. 
The fciences and aru, around the fhrine, 340 

CoAfpic\i9U9 ihoae, engr«v*d by hand) dlvbe ! 

. ' ^ Here 


^ 
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Hew jSsCOLAPiut' fnake difplay*d his crcft, 

An4 burning glories Q>arkled on bis bread t v 

While, from his eycs"infuficrable light> 

Difeafe and Death recoSrd, in headlong flight. 34^ 

Of this great temple, thro* all time reoown*d» 

Sunk in oblirioB, no remains are fomid. 

Contiguous here, with hoUow'd woods o*erfpreaC 

Pamaflus lifts to heaven its honour*d head ; 

WberCf from the deluge faT'd bj heatien*s com-^^ 
mand, 3jo^ 

Deucalion leading Ptrera, hand in hand, 

Repeopled aU the defoiated land. 

Arouud the fcene unfading laurels grow. 

And aromatic flowers forever blow. 

The winged quires, on every tree above^ 355^ 

Carrol fweet numbers thro* the vocal grove ; 
While, o*er the eternal fpring that fmiles bencathi 
Young zephyrs, borne on rofy pinions, breathe. 
Fair daughters of the fun ! the (acred nine, 
Here wake to ecftacy their fongs divine ; 369 

Or crown*d with myrtle, in fome fweet alcove« 
Attune the tender flrings to bleeding love. 
All fadly fweet the balmy currents roll ; 
Soothing to foftcft peace the tortur*d foul. 
While hill and vale with coral voice around, 365 
The mulic of immortal harps refound. 
Fair Pleafure leads in dance the happy hours. 
Still fcattering where flie moves Elyfian flowers !— . 
Even now the drains, with fweet contagion fraught, 
Shed a delicious languor o*er the thought— 3 70 

Adieu, 
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Adieu, ye vales, that fmiliiig peace beftow, 
Where Eden's blofibms cver^vemal blow ! 
, Adieu, ye (IceaoM, that o*er enchanted ground^ 
In lucid maze th* Aonian kill furround ! 
Ye fairy fccnes, where Fancy loves to dwell,- 37J 
And young Delight, fopcveri oh, farcWel ! 
The foul with tender luxury- you fill, 
And o*er the fenfe Lethean dews diflil ! 
^wake, O Memory, from th' inglorious dreafR-l ■ 
■ With brazen lungs refume the kiudling theme ! 380 
Cblle<f^thy powei'B ! aroufe thy vital £re ! 
Ye fpirits of the ftorm, my verfe infpire ! 
Hoarfe, as the whirlwinds that enrage the main, 
In torrent pour along the fweUing ftraiu ! 

Now, borne impetuous o*er the boiling deeps ; 38^5 
Her courfe to Attic fhores the veflel keeps : 
TJie pilots, as the waves behind her fwell,- 
Still with tltf whoeKng ftern* their force repel; 
For, thisaflault fhould either quarter feel, 
Again to flank the tempcft (he might reel; 390 

The flecrfman- every bidden turn apply ; 
To right and left the fpokes alternate fly. 
Thus when fome conquer*d hoft retreats in fear. 
The braveft leaders guard the broken rear : 
Indignant they retire, and long oppofe, 393 

Superior armies that around them clofe ; 
Still ihield the flanks ; the routed fquadrons join ; 
And guide the flight in one embodied line. 

So 

V. 389. The quarter is the binder part of aJhifsfuU ; 
•r that part 'Ufbieb m near tbejiern. 
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So they diredb the flying bark before 
Th' impcHing floods, that lafli her to the fliore. 400 
As fomc benighted travcHer, thro* the {hade. 
Explores the^^evious path with heart difmay'd ; 
While prowling lavages behind him roar, 
And yawning pits and quagmires lurk before- 
High o*cr the poop th* audacious feas afpire, 405 
Uproird in hiUs of flatShiatingflre. 
As fome fell conquVor, frantic with fuccefs, 
Sheds o'er the nations ruin and diflrefs ; 
So, while the wat'ry wildernefs he roams, 
Incens'd to feven-fold rage the tempeft foams ; 410 
And o'er the trembling-pines, above, below. 
Shrill thro' riie cordage howls, with notes of woe. . 
Now thunders, wafted from the burning zone. 
Growl, from afar, a deaf and hoHow groan ! 
The iliip's high battlanents, to either fide 41$ 

Forever rocking, drink the Jsriny tide : 
Her joints unhing'd, in palfied languors play. 
As ice di Solves beneath the nooli-tide ray. 
The ikicsy afunder torn, a ^lelugc pour ; 
The impetuous hail defcends in whirling fhower. 420 
High on the~mafls,with pale and livid rays, 
Amid the gloom portentous meteors blaze. 
Th' etherial dome, in mournful pomp array'd; 
Now lurks behind impenetrable £hade. 
Now, flaflilng round intolerable light, 42$' 

Redoubles all the terrors of the night. 
Such terror Sinai's quaking hill o'erfpreod. 
When heaven's loud trumpet foandcd o'er its head. 

It 
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It feemM, the wrathful angel of the wind 
Had all the horrors of the ikies combm'd ^ ~430 

And here, to one ill-fated (hip oppos'd, 
At once the dreadful magazine difclos'd. 
And lo ! tremendous o*et the deep he fpring», 
Th' inflaming fulphux flaihing from his wings ! 
Hark ! his ftrong voice the difmal iUence breaks ; 43^ 
Mad chaos from- the chains of death awakeis ! 
Xjoud and more loud the rolling peals enlarge : 
And blue on deck their blading fides difcharge : 
There, all-aghaft, the fliiverfog wretches ftood ; 
"While chill fufpenfeand fear congeal'd their blDod.440 
Kow in a deluge burfts the living flame. 
And dread concuffion rends the etherial frame. 
Sick earth convulfive groibs from fliore to Aiorc ; 
And nature fhuddcring feels the horrid roar. 
. Still the fad profpeiS: rifes on my fight ; 445 

^eveard in all its mournful fhade and light. 
Swift thro* my pulfes glides t|ie kindling fire, 
As lightning glances on th* eledb-ic wire, 
But ah ! the force of mimbers ftrives in vain, 
l*he glowiag fcene unequal to fuftain. 450 

But lo ! at laft» from ten-fold darknefs borne, 
Forth-iflues o'er the wave the weeping mom. 
Hail, facred viflon ! who, on orient wings. 
The cheering dawn of light propitious brings ! 
AH nature fmiling ha^l-d the vivid ray, 455 

That gave her beauties to returning day : 
All but our«ihip that, groaning on the tide, 
No kind reiicf,no gleam of hope defcry'd. 

For 
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T6t now, in front, her trembling inmates fee 

The hiJl* of Greece, emerging on the lee. 4^0 

So the loft lover views that fatal mom, 

On which, forever from his bofom torn, 

The nymph ador^d refigns her blooming charms, 

To blefs with love fomc happier rival's arms. 

So to Eliza dawn*d that cruel day, 465 

'I'hat tore ^nbas from her arms away ; 

That faw him parting, never to return, 

Herfelf in funeral fianies decreed to bum : 

O yet in cloads, thou genial fource of light, 

Conceal thy radiant glories from our light I 470 

Go, with thy fmile adorn the happy plain, 

And gild the fcenes where health and plcafure reign : 

But let not here, in fcorn, thy wanton beam 

Infult the dreadful grandeur of my theme ! 

While flioreward now the b6«odi«g v«ffel flies, 475 
Full in her van St. George's cliffn arife : 
High o'er the reft a pointed crag is feefk, ♦ 

That hung proje^sg o'er a mofly green. 
Nearecand nearer now the danger grows, 
And all their fkill relentlefs fates oppofe. 480' 

For, while biorc caft#ard they diredk the prow, 
EnormOtts wavca the ^ivering deck overflow. 
While, as Oic whccif* unable tofubdire 
Her i^Uies, ftiU they. dreaxl her broaching^to. 

Alarming 

^. 484. Sr9a9kwg^t it tfitiin and inftokitaary move' 

metU In. navigatioriy ivberein ajhip, 'Uih\lfi fcudding or fail' 

'Jff ^fi*"* *b^ ivindy unexpeSiedly turns berjlde to •wind'wardi 

It h generally oCcafioned by tbe difficulty o/Jleering ber, or^ 

I by ' 
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Aiarming thought ! for now no .more i»Ue 485 

lUr riven fide could bear tU' invading fea ; 
And if the following furge {lie (cuds before, 
Headlong fhc rua&rupon the dreadful Ibore : 
A fliore where fli«i««ft fto4l bidden. rocks abound. 
Where dcAth in feeret aiobuOk lurks around*'*— 490 
Far lefs difmay'd, Anqhi8£»' iVMud'riog Qoa 
Was feen the draits of Sicily to fliun : 
When Palinuags, from- the bclm, defcry*d 
The rocks of-Scylia on. his eaftera fide; 
While in .dae weft, with Kidooos.yawns diiek>«'d> 495 
Ht»onwaird path-Charybdis* gulf -opposed. 
The double dagger -es by tufos he tiaw <1, 
Hi3 whff Ui^ ba^k her ar4u9U3 (rack purCuVl. 
Thus, wl^ €0 right-#nfl left^eftiswStion lies, 
Between th' cflccremes fihevdaring vc^el flim. 500 
yriih bpMiuMf^ iAT«MP9» bttrOiiag o.*er 
The marble cli4[s, Jqi«d d^^a^fiirges ooac. 
lioarfe thro* ^a^h w«i4ing ortfok fehs tempeft »▼««, 
And hollow, cofiksr^pAabt^ie.groaa of wayes. 
Deftru<5k;ioi^ tqvtBdf ih* Mif^lUte coaft ppcparo* $os 
To cruih tbctrosnhlwgibipfiiiiaumbcr'dfbases. 
But h»ply' now ihe .*&apes'the fatal ftrand, 
Tho* fcafcetcft £»lhomaed>ftaai from^the laad. 
Swift, as the xvMpOoii&iiHgifiroiiftithetbow, 
She cleavc»theburningaira«crsUtf»h'hisrf)dN»w; fio 
A^/k'icnrvriid leaping, with tumultuous hafte, 
As<mthe.tteBplcft*»«uagithciiQ4lMpaft. : 

Wtlh 
hy/eme drifter bapfttning io the machinery of the helm* Set 
ibe lafi note cfthejKond Canto* 
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With loBgilig cyfcs afid agony- ol miad^ 

The failors view tfaii ttSa^ lefit-behiud ; 

Happy to bribe, wifch Indials rsichcft. ons^ . 5 r^ 

A rafeacccfiloa to.%bati.b»rreA:fhb]:te ! . 

When ia ihe dark Pettwita oUBc coafin*4^ 
Loft to the eheeifuL eomUi^ae of inntttbin<V 
The groawog ca)>l«y« walks his llfie away,. 
Forever eiii'd ftoifV tile ^eftUht. oC day ; 3 %b 

Not equal -paagi hh bo£M»-ageiQiiie, 
When far abov« the facred light he eyse^ 
While, 3ll-£0rWrtt, the vii£bim f^iiuea ia vaiiv 
Bor fcenes he never ijtipU posffd& again. 

iBut jCiow Atb<$ii0i% iBcmnHinft Ih^ 4eCit^^ ^ S^S 
And o*er ^ fiwg^ C»h»nfid< f99^^ onih*^).; . 
Beiide the CapeV projif ^iilg. tecge ^e.plc^U. 
A range of columns, long by time defac'^ : 
FlrA planted by devotion to Cul^inf 
Insider tixnet,Tr4toafa-s iA€<«d'£a«c, ^3^ 

Foams th«r wild beach bei^ tyith ms^'oiog fs^* 
Where waves and rocks a dreadful combat w^^gc; 
The iickly heaycn» fecmentji)^, wiUi its freight^ 
Still vomtts o*er the main thf feverish weight ; 
And now, while \viag*d witl> ruin froia on hl^ 5315 
Thro' the eent eloyd the ragged Ug^ings fiy, 
A flaih, quick-gliaaeing on the nsrves of light> 
Struck ^ht pale helmfi&aa with eternal night : 
Ron MONO, who heard a piteous groan beiiiad* 
Touch'd with compafixen, gaz*d upon the blind : 540 
Andy while mroond his fad coivipanions crowd, 
He guide* th* uxUiappy tidM|4o the ihroud. 
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Hie thee aloft» my gallant friend ! he cries ; 
Thy only fuccour on the maft relies !— 
The helm, bereft of half its vital force, 545 

Now fcarce fubdu'd the wild unbridled courfe : 
Quick to the abandon*d wheel Aeion came, 
The {hip*8 tempeftuoos fallies to reclaim. 
Amaz*d he faw her, o*er the founding foam, 
Upborne, to right and left diftra<^ed roam. 550 

So gaz*d young Phaeton, with pale difmay, 
When, mounted in the flaming car of day : 
With raih and impious hand, the ftripUng try'd 
I'h* immortal courfes of the fun to guide.-* 
The vefTel, while the dread event draws nigh, S55 
Seems more impatient o*er the waves to Hy : 
Fate fpurs her on : — thus ifltiing from afar. 
Advances to the fun fome blazing (lar ; 
And, as it feels th* attradlton's kindling fofte. 
Springs onward with accelerated courfe. 560 

With mournful look thefeamen ey*d the ftrand. 
Where death^s inexorable jaws expand : 
Swift from their minds elaps*d all dangers pafV, 
As, dumb with terror, they beheld thelaft 
Now on the trembling (hrouds, before, behind, 56$ 
In mute fufpenfe they mount into the wind; — 
The genius of the deep, on rapid wing, 
I'hc black eventful momient feem*d to bring. 
The fatal fiders, on the i»rgt before, 
Yok'd their infernal horfes to the prore.— 5 70 

The fteerfmen now receiv'd their lad command 
To wheel the veiTcl fidclong to the (Irand, 

TwcWc 
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Twelve failors, on the fore-maft who depend, 
High on the platform of the top afcend— 
'Fatal retreat ! for while the plunging prow 57^ 
Emerges headlong in the wave below, 
Down-preft by wat'ry weight the bowfprit bcnda, 
And Iron above the (lem deep^k-aflling rends. 
Beneath her beak the floating ruins lie ; 
The fore-mad totters, unfuftain'd on high : 580 

And now the fliip, fore-lifted by the fca, 
Hurli the tall fabrie backward o*er her lee. 
While, in the general wreck, the faithful ftay 
Drags thr main-topxnafl from its poft away. 
Fifing from the tnaft, the feamen drive in vain 5 85 
Thro' hoftiic fldods the vcflel to regain. 
The waves thty buffet, till, bereft of ftrength, 
O'erpowcr'd they yield to cruel fate at length. 
The hofHle waters clofe around their head, 
They fink forever, numbcr'd wi;h the dead ! 590 

Thofe who remain, their fearful doom await. 
Nor longer tnourn thtiir loA companions* fate. 
The heart, that bleeds with forrows all its own, 
Forgets the pangs of friendship to bemoan*— 
AiBERT and RoDMONn and Palemon here, S9S 
With young AaioN, on the mail appear ; 
Even they, amid tfa* unfpeakahle diftrefs, 
In every look diftrai^tiag thoughts confefs, 
In every vein the rcflueni* blood 4:oogealfi ; 
And every bofiun fatal terror feels. 6co 

Enclo8*d with all the demons of the main, 
They view'd th* adjacent jQiote. but vicw'd in vain. 
I » Such 
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Such torments in the drear abodes of hell. 

Where fad defpair laments with rueful yell. 

Such torments agonize the damned breaft, 60s 

While fancy views the manfions of the bleft. 

For heaven's fwect help,their fuppHant cries implore ; 

But heaven relentlefs deigns to help no more ! 

And now, la{h*d on by dcftiny fevcre, 
With horror fraught, the dreadful fcenc drew near ! 
The {hip hangs hovering on the verge of death, 611 
Hell yawns, rocks rife, and breakers roar beneath !•— 
In vain, alas ! the facred Hiades of yore 
Would arm the mind with pbilofophic lore ; 
In vain they*d teach us, at the lateft breath, 615 
To fmile fcrene amid the pangs of deatli. 
Even Zeno's felf, and EpicriTUS old, 
This fell abyfs had fliudder'd to behold. 
Had Socrates, for godlike virtue fam'd, 
And.wiftd of the fons of men proclatm*d, • 620 
Beheld this fcene of frenzy and diftrefs. 
His foul had trembled to its lall recefs ! 
O yet coftfirm my heart, ye powers above, 
This laft tremendous fliock of fate to prove. 
The tottering frame of reafon yet fuftain ! 6%S 

Kor let this total ruin whirl my brain ! 

In vain the cords and axes were prepar'd. 
For now th' audacious feas infuU the yard ) 
High o*cr the fliip they throw a horrid fhade,^ 
And o'er her burft, in terrible eafcade. 630 

Uplifted on the furge, to heaven (he flies» 
Her ihatter'd top half buried ia the ikies ; 

Then 
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Then headlong piungtng thunders on the ground, 

Earth groans ! air trembles ! and the deeps refound ! 

Her giant bulk, the dread concuBioa feels, 635 

And, quivering with the wound, in torment, reels. 

So reels, convuls'd with agoniiing throes, 

The bleeding bull beneath the murd'rer's blows*-* 

Again fhe plunges I hark. ! a fecond fliock 

Tears her (Irong bottom on the marble rock I 64P 

Down on the vale ^f death, with difmal cries, 

The fated victims {liuddering roll their eyes* 

In wild defpair s while yet another (Iroke, 

With deep convulsion, rends the folid oak. 

Till like the mine, in whofe infernal cell (^45 

Tlie lurking demons of deftru<5tion dwell. 

At length afunder torn her frame divides ; 

And cradling fpreads in ruin o*er the tides. 

O were it mine with tuneful Maro*s art. 
To wake to fyrapathy the feeling heart 5 650 

Like him the Imooth and mournful verfe to drcfs/ , 
In all the pomp of exquifite diflrefs ! ' l 

Then too fesrcrely taught by cruel fate, 
To fliare in, all the periis I relate. 
Then might I, with unrival'd ftrains deplore ' 65^ 
Th* impervious horrors of a leeward ihore. 

As o*er the furge the (looping main-malt hun^ 
Still on the rigging thirty feamen clung : 
Some, ftruggling, on a broken crag were call, ' 

And there by oozy tangles grappled fall ; 66q 

^ Awhile they bore th' o'erwhelming blUowis ra^c, 
I7ac(][ual combat with their fate to wage ;' 

• -Titf 
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Till all benumb'd and feeble they forego 
Their fltppety hold, and fink to Ihadet below. 
Some, from the main^yard-afm impetuoiu throws 6^5 
On marble ridges, die without a groan. 
Three with "Pxhtuon on their ft ill depend, 
ASd'ffom thewfeclton oars and rafts defcend. 
Now on the moutttain wave on high they ride, 
^htn downward plunge beneath th* invoWtng tide ;. 
Till oae, who feems in agony to ftrive, 671 

The whirfiilg breakers heave on fliof e alive $ 
The reft a lT[)eedier end of acguifli knew. 
And preft the ftony beech, a lifelefs crew ( 
^ • kext, O unhappy chief ! th* eternal doom 675 
Of heaven decreed thee to the" briny tomb ! 
What fcencs of mifery torment thy view, 
What painful ftf uggles of thy dying crew ! 
Thy periih*d hopes all buried in the flood, 
0*erfpread with corfcs ! r^d with human blood ? 680 
SgT pierced with anguifli hoary P&iam gaz'd. 
When Troy's imperial domes in rain blaz*d ; 
While he, feVcreft forrow doom'd to feel, 
^zpir*d beneath the vid!bor*8 mtirdering fteel. 
Thus with his helplefs partners till the la ft, t^s 
Sad rcfjige ! ALBZRThugs the floating tnaft ; 
His Toul could yet fuftain this mortal blow, 
But droops, alas ! beneath Aiperior wne ; 
For now foft nature's fymjpathettc chain 
Tugs at his yearning heart with powerful ftrain ; 69O 
His fsuthful wife forever doom'd. to mourn 
T Wm, alas'! who never {ball return ; 

To 
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To black adverfity's approach eipos'd, 
With wam and hardihips unforcfeen cnclos'd : 
His lovely daughter kft without a friend, 695 

Her innocence to inccour and defend. 
By youth and indigence fet forth a prey 
To lawlefs guilt, that flatters to betray — 
While thefe reftedlions rack his feeling mind, 
Rod MO NO, who hung befide, his grafp refign'd ; 700 
And, as the tumbling waters o'er him roll'd. 
His out-Aretch'd arms the mafter*8 legs infold — 
Sad Albert feels the diifelution near, •% 

And ftrives in vain his fetter'd limbs to clear ; > 
For death bids every clinching joint adhere* 705 3 
AU faint, to heaven he throws his dying eyes. 
And, ** O protedk my wife and child !*' he cries : 
The gufliiog dreams roll back th* unfiniQi*d found ! 
He gafps ! he dies ! and tumbles to the ground ! 

Five only left of all the perifli*d throng, 710 

Yet ride the pine which (horcward drives along { 
With thefe Arion ftill his hold fecures, 
And all the a^aults of hoftile waves endures* ■ 
Or the dire profpedl as for life he ftrtves, 
He looks if poor Palxmon yet furvi^cs. 715 

Ah wherefore, trufUng to unequal art, 
Didft thou, incautious ! from the wreck depart ? 
Alas ! thefe rocks all humaa fkill defy, 
Who fbrikes them once beyond relief muft die : 
And now fore wounded thou perhaps are tofi ^ftO 
On. thefe, or in ibme oozy cavetn loll s 

Thw . 
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"* Thus thought ARtt^nj-aDsidUK gating rdufid) 
In vam,'hif r^» no more FALeicoM.K(KiAdt 
V^ demode of dc^nuStioa hoVer nigh, 
And thick their mot^al ihafts commlffion'd 4if : 715 
And now a'breildiig f»rge, with fbveelul fvray, 
Two, next AiEieN, fitfiovft' tears awkyr. 
Hurrd 5a th^ crag«, behdld,. thc^ ga^ ! th«y b]e«d^ 
And, groatliiig eting upon th* cluiii^e weed !«^ 
Another billoiw buriU ia boundlefs roar ! 756 

Ariom links I and Memout views no more ! 
,. Ha ' total night and horror here pifclide ! 
!D9Iy flmi'ti ear tidglcB 10 the whizzistg tide i 
It i» the fonei-al knell ! ited gliding ne«r, 
Methiaks the pbaatbim of vbe dead ai$p«tr I jj$ 

But lo i etfneiging from the watetfy gt^ave^ 
^gasB they float inQUhnbent on ttee wave ! 
Agalfi the difitnal prof(ke^ o^as round, 
The wreck, the fli^retf, the dying/and the drown'd ! 
Anji fee! epfeebl^rd by repeated' fliocks, 740 

Thofe two who IcrixttkhXe oti th' adjaccftt focks^ 
Their faitfaifeft hohi no longer cao retain. 
They finV o.*<r^bclm.*d, and ntfVer rife again ! 
T Two, with Akidn, yet the msatft-upbore* 
That now above the ridges reach*d the ihore : 745 
Still trembling to defbend, they downward gaze 
With horror pale, and torpid with amase : 
The floods recoil ! the ground appears bdow ! 
Anid life'* faint emlbers now rekindling glow : 
Awhile they ^^cth* esfaai^iked waves retreat, 750 
ThCB elimb flow up the beech with hands and feet, 

O heav*n I 
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O heav*n ! delivered by whofe fovereign hand^ 

Still on the brink of hell they {hudderiBg (^a^, . ' 

Receive the> languid iucenfc they befiqiw^, 

That damp with death appe<M?8 not yet to glow;. 755* 

To thee each ibul^he warm ^ln^on pays, 

With trembling ardour, of unequal ppaife ; 

In every heart difmay with wonder drives. 

And Hope the iickcn'd fpark of Uyc revives ; 

Her magic powers their exil'd health reftore, 7^ 

Till horror and despair arc felt no more. 

A troop of Grecians who inhabit nigh, ' 
And oft tbcfe perils of the deep dcfcry, 
Rou5*d by the bluflertng teinpeft of the night. 
Anxious had cUmb'd CQionn.a's neighboring height ! 
"When gazing downward on th' adjacent flood, 76^ 
Full to their view the fcene of ruin dood; 
The furf with mai^Icd bodies ftrcw'd around ; 
And thofe yet breathing on the fea-wafli'd .ground! 
The* k>0 to fcience and the nobler arts, 7.70 

Yet nature's lore infornv'd their feeling hearts ; 
Strait down ^he vale with haTlcnjng fleps thqy .hicd« 
Th' unhappy fu0erers to a^d and. guide. 

Meanwhile thofe three efcap*d beneath* explore 
The iirft ad ventVousyou th:Who reached the ihore 5.7.75 
Panting, with, eyes averted from. the dii^» 
Prone, helplcft, on the. tangly beesch^he JUy— 
It is Palemon ;-^h ! what.tui^it^Us roll 
With hope an^j^t-eti^r in AIuOn.'s HduH 
If yet unhurt he l«yes. again to vkw 780- 

His frienck. aad.tlHp .fole romoanc of/fitr crew ! • -' 

With 
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With us to travel thro* this foreign zone, 
And fliare the future good or ill unknown. 
Arion thus ; but ah ! fad doom of fate ! 
That bleeding Memory forfows to relate, 785 

While yet afloat on fome refifting rock. 
His ribs were dafliM and fradbur'd with the fhock ; 
Heart piercing fight ! thofe cheeks, fo late array*d 
In beauty *8 bloom, are pale with mortal (hade ! 
DifttUing blood his lovely breaft o'erfpread, 790 
And dogg'd the golden treiTes on bis head : 
Nor yet the lungs by this pernicious ftroke 
Were»wounded, or the vocal organs broke. 
Down from his neek, with blazing gems array*j, 
Thy image, lovely Anna ! hung portray*d ; 795 
Th* unconfcious figure fmilingali fcren^, 
Sufpcndtd in a golden chain wasfcen. 
Had ft thou, foft maiden ! in this hour of woe, 
Bfcheld him writhing from the deadly blow, 
What force of art, what language could exprefs 8co 
Thine agony ? thine exquifite diftrefs ? 
But tho|i, alas ! art doom'd to weep in vaiA 
For him thine eyes (hall never fee again F 
With dumb amazement pale, Arion gaz'd. 
And cautioufly the wounded youth uprais*d ; 805 
Palemon theO) with cruel {^ngs oppreft. 
In faltering accents thus his fncnd addreft. 
* O refcuM from deflrui^ion late fo nighj 
<* Beneath vfbofe fetal influence doom*d I lie ; 
«• Are we then exird ta this laft ret¥cat ?lo 

« Of life, usAsLfpj ! thus decreed to meet ? 

« Ah I 
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« Ah ! how unlike what yeftcr-morn cnjoy'd, 

** Enchanting hopes, forever now deftroy'd ! 

(( For wounded far beyond all healing power, 

" Palemon dies, and this his final hour : S15 

•* By thofe fell breakers, where in vain I ftrove, 

^ At once cut off from fortune, life and love ; 

" Far other fcenes muft foon prefent my fight, 

« That lie deep-buried yet in ten-fold night. 

** Ah ! wretched father of a wretched fon, 8ao 

** Whom thy paternal prudence has undone ! 

'• How will remembrance of this blinded care 

■* Bend down thy head with anguifli and defpair ! 

** Such dire efFe^Sts from avarice arife, 

** That, deaf to nature*s voice, and vainly wife, 825 

" With force fevere endeavors to control 

« The noblefl pafiions that infpire the foul. 

*< But, O THOU SACRED PowER ! whofe law conne<SU 

" Th* eternal chain of caufes and efTe^Sts, 

« JLet not thy chaflening minifters of rage 830 

» Afili<Sk with Hiarp remorfe his feeble age ! 

■< And you, Arion ! who with thefe the lad 

* Of all our crew furvive the Sbipijureck paft — 

" Ah ! ceafe to mourn ! thofe friendly tears retrain ! 

** Nor give my dying moments keener pain ! 835 

*< Since heaven may foon thy wandering (leps re(lore« 

•* When parted hence, to England's didani fhore ; 

" Shouldft thou, th' unwilling meflcnger of fate, 

«* To him the tracic ftory firft relate, 

" OhlfriendAilp'sgenerousardour thdtf|^|i{)rcj&! 840 

^ Nor hint the fatal caufe of my dM^f 2 

K «Noi 
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" Nor let eacii horrid incident fuftain 

" The lengthen'd talc to aggravate hi^ pain. 

« Ah ! then remember well my laft requeft, 

« Sk)T her who rdg09 forever in ray breaft 845 

« Vet let him prove a father and a friend» 

« The helplels maid to fuccour and defend. 

« Say» I this fuit unplor*d with parting breathy 

*< So heaven befriend him at his- hour of death ! 

•* But oh \ to feovely Anna {houklft tho« tdl gjo 

«« What dire untimely end thy friend befel, 

** Draw o*er the difmal fcene foft pity*s vei}» 

<* And lightly touch the lamentable tale : 

*' Say that my love, iaviohd>ly true, 

c^ No change, no diminution, ever knew ; 855 

<* Lol her bright image, pendent cm my nccki 

'< Is all Palemon refcu*d from the wreck ; 

« Take it and fay, when panting in* the wave, 

<( I Aruggled life and this alone to favc ! 

<* My foiU, that fluttering hafteDs to be fre0, B60 
" Would yet a train of thoughts impart to the*, 
*< But drtvcB in vain ; — the chiUing ice of death 
** Congeals my blood , and choaks the dream of breath t 
<* Reiign*d, ihe quits her cemforttefs abode, 
** To courfe that long, vmknown, eternal road-^86^ 
« O facred fourcc of ever-living light ! 
*Condudt the weary wanderer in her flrg^ ! 
*<I>ired her onward to that peaceful fhore, 
"Where peril, pain and death are felt no more * 

" When thou fome tale of haplefs love fhalt hear, 
** That AcaU from pity's eye the mdting tear, S 7 1 
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" Of two chafte hearts, by muttxal pafiioo jmn'd, 
" To abfence, forrow and dcfpair confign'd, 
*« Oh ! then, to fwrcll the tides of fecial woe, 
« That heal th* afflfAed bofom they overflow, 875 
** While Mkmort didliates, this fad Shipwreck tetl, 
«« And what diftrefs ihy wretched friend bcfel ! 
" Then, while in ftreams of foft compaffion drown*d, 
" The fwalns lamettt, and maidens weep around ; 
<' While liiping child ren,touch*d with infant fear, 880 
'< With wonder gaze and drop th* unconfcious tear : 
*" O I then this moral bid their fouls retain, 
** AlltbougbU ofbappintfs on earth are vain."* 

The laft faint accents trembled on his tongue, 
That now inadHve to the palate clung ; 885 

His bofom heaves a mortal groan— »he dies ! 
And fhades eternal fink upon his eyes I 

As thus defac'd in death Palemon lay, 
Aa.ioN gaz*d upon the lifelefs clay. 
Transfixed he (lood, with awful terror fill'd, 890 
While down his cheek the filent drops diftilU 

« O iU-flar'd votary, of unfpotted truth ! 
c Untimely peri(h*d in the bloom of youth, 
« Should e'er thy friend arrive on Albion's land, 
<( He will obey, tho' painful, thy demand : 895 

« His tongue the dreadful ftory {hall<difplay9 
« And all the horrors f)f this dilmal day ! 

« DifaftroiA 


• fed fdlUit^tima fencer ^ 

Eo^^anda dies bomini ; dicique be^tus * 

Ante obitum neoiO fuprcmaque foitera debet. 
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" Difatlrous day ! -what ruin had thou bred ! 
" What aagulih to the living and the dead ! 
'* How haft thou left the widow all-forlorn, 900 
** And ever doom'd the orphan child to mouro ; 
** Thro* life's fad journey hopelefs to complain ! 
" Can facrcd juftice thefe evgots ordain ? 
^ But, O my foul ! avoid that wonderous maze 
^ Where Rcafon, loft in cndleis error, ftrays ! 905 
<< As thro' this thorny vale of life we run, 
« Great Cause of all effcaa, Tby iJoiU be done /** 
Now had the Grecians on the beech arriv*d. 
To aid the helplefs few who yet furviv'd : 
While pafling, they behold the waves o*erfpread 9x0 
With fhattcr'd rafts and corfes of the dead. 
Three ftill alive, benumb'd and faint, they find. 
In mournful filencc on a rock reclin'd. 
The generous natives, raov*d with focial pain, 
The feeble ftrangers in their arms fuftain ; 9x5 

With pitying fighs their haplefs lot deplore. 
And lead them trembling from the fatal iborc. 


OCCASIONAL ELECT. 


X HE fccne of death is clos'd, the mournful ft rains 

DifTolve in dying languor on the ear : 
Yet Pity weeps, yet Sympathy complains. 

And dumb Sufpenfe awaits overwhelmed with fear. 

But the fad mufes, with prophetic eye. 
At once the future and the paft explore ;' 

Their harps oblivion's influence can defy. 
And waft the fpirit to th* eternal fhorc. 

Then, O Pax.emon ! if thy fliadc can hear 

The voice of Fricnd(hip ftill lament thy doom ; 

Yet CO the fad oblations bend thine ear, 
That rife in vocal incenfe o*cr thy tomb. 

Ifl vain, alas ! the gentle maid fliall weep. 
While fecret anguifli nips her vital bloom ; 

0*er her fofc frame fliall ftern difeafes creep. 
And give the lovely vi<Stim to the tomb. 

Relcntlefs phrenzy fliall the Father ftflig, 
Untaught in Virtue's fchool diftrefs to bear ; 

Severe rcnSorfc his tortur*d foul fliall wring, 
Tis kls to groan and perifli in defpair. 
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Ye loft companiQnv of difbrcfs, adieu ! 

Your toils and pains and dangers are no more ! 
The temped now fliall howl unheard by you, 

While ocean foiites in vain the trembling (hore. 

On you the blad, furcharg*d with rain and fnow. 
In winter's difmal nights no more iliall beat ; 

Unfelt by you the vertic fun may glow, 
And fcorch the panting earth with baneful heat. 

Ko more the joyful maid, the fprigfatly drain 

Shall wake the dance to give you welcome home ; 

Nor hopelefs love impart undying pain, 
When far from fcenes of focial joy you roam. 

No more on yon wide watVy waftc you ftray^ 
While hunger and difeafe your life confume. 

While parching third, that burns without ^allay, 
forbids the blafted rofe of health to bloom. 

No more you feel Contagion's mortal breath. 
That taiato the realms with mifery ievere : 

No more behold pale Famine fcattering death, 
With crttd ravage defolate the year. 

The thuadering drum, the trumpet's fwelling ftrato* 
Unheard (hall form the long embattled line : 

Unheard, the deep.foundations of the main 
Shall tremble when the hodile fquadrons join. 

Since grief, fatigue and liasafds IHli moleft 
The wandering vaflab of flic laichlefe deep, 

O ! happier 
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, O I happier now efcap'd to endlefs reft, 

Than we who Aill furvive to wake and weepw 

What tho* no funeral pomp, no borrowed tear, 
Your hour of death to gazing crowds fliall tell ; 

Nor weeping friends attend your fable bier. 
Who ffdly liften to the paifing belL 

The tutor*d iigh, the vun parade of woc» 

No real anguifli to the foul impart ; 
And oft, alas ! the tear that friends beftow, 

Belies the latent feelings of the heart. 

"What tho* no fculptur'd pile your name difphys. 
Like thofe who perifh in their country's caufe ; 

"What tho* no epic mufe in living lays 

Records your dreadful daring with applaufe* 

Full oft the flattering marble bids renown, 
With blazon*d trophies deck the fpotted name $ 

And oft, too oft, the venal mufes crown 
The flaves of vice with never dying fame. 

Yet {hall remembrance from oblivion'^ veil 
Relieve your fcene, and iigh with grief iiaccrei 

And foft compaffion at your tragic tale, 
la iilent tribute pay her kindred tear; 
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